Students										BP 5141.5 (a)
Mental Health 
The Governing Board recognizes that pupil mental, emotional, and behavioral health may affect pupil learning, school engagement, and overall well-being. The Superintendent or designee may collaborate with school-linked behavioral health professionals and community partners to support implementation of the district's behavioral health referral protocols as appropriate. The district shall maintain behavioral health referral protocols consistent with applicable law.
Mental Health Information and Resources
At least twice per school year, the Superintendent or designee shall ensure that each school provides notice regarding how to initiate access to student mental health services on campus and/or in the community. (Education Code 49428)
Each school site that serves students in any of grades 6-12 shall create an age appropriate and culturally relevant poster that identifies approaches and shares resources about student mental health. (Education Code 49428.5)
Training 
The Superintendent or designee shall implement youth behavioral health training as required by law. The District shall meet applicable certification requirements and timelines established in Education Code section 49428.2.
Referral Protocols for Pupil Behavioral Health Concerns
The Governing Board adopts the following referral protocols for addressing pupil behavioral health concerns in accordance with Education Code sections 49428.1 and 49428.2.
The district's referral protocols shall:  (Education Code 49428.1)
1. Address the appropriate and timely referral by school staff of students with behavioral health concerns
2. Reflect a Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) and Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) and, where appropriate, be used in lieu of disciplinary action. Pupils who may be the subject of disciplinary action shall have access to the district’s behavioral health referral protocols and shall not be prohibited from accessing those protocols
3. Be adaptable to varied local service arrangements for behavioral health services
4. Reflect evidence-based and culturally appropriate approaches to student behavioral health referral without disciplinary actions
5. Address the inclusion of parents/guardians in the referral process
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6. Be written to ensure clarity and ease of use by certificated and classified school employees
7. Reflect differentiated referral processes for students with exceptional needs and other populations for whom the referral process may be distinct
8. Be written to ensure that school employees act only within the authorization or scope of their credential or license
School employees are not authorized or encouraged to diagnose or treat youth behavioral health disorders unless they are specifically licensed and employed to do so
9. Be consistent with state activities conducted by the California Department of Education in the administration of federally funded behavioral health programs

A school-based mental health professional, school psychologist, or school social worker may provide mental health counseling to students in accordance with the specialization(s) authorized on the individual's credential. As needed, students and parents/guardians may be provided referrals to mental health services in the community and/or to mental health services at or near district schools.
High-Risk Pupil Groups (Education Code 49428.2(b)(3))
In developing and implementing mental health supports and referral protocols, the district shall address the needs of high-risk pupil groups identified in law, including, but not limited to:
· Pupils with disabilities, mental illness, or substance use disorders
· Pupils placed in foster care or other out-of-home care settings
· Pupils experiencing homelessness
· Pupils experiencing bereavement or significant loss of a close family member or friend
· Pupils for whom there is concern due to behavioral health disorders, including substance use disorders
· Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or questioning pupils
The Superintendent or designee may identify additional pupil groups based on local needs or data as appropriate.
Staff Roles and Scope of Practice (Education Code 49428.2(b)(5))
All district employees shall act within the authorization and scope of their credential or license. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as authorizing or encouraging district employees to 
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diagnose or treat pupil behavioral health disorders unless the employee is appropriately licensed or credentialed and employed by the district to do so.
Employees who identify pupil behavioral health concerns shall refer pupils to appropriately credentialed or licensed professionals in accordance with the district’s behavioral health referral protocols.
Student Privacy
All actions taken pursuant to this policy and related administrative regulations shall comply with applicable state and federal laws governing pupil privacy and confidentiality.
Evaluation and Continuous Improvement
The Superintendent or designee shall periodically review the district's behavioral health referral protocols and recommend revisions as necessary to ensure continued compliance with law and effectiveness of services.


Legal References

	State
	Description

	Ed. Code 218.3
	Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, Queer, and Questioning Student Resources; online training delivery platform

	Ed. Code 49428
	Student mental health services notification

	Ed. Code 49428.1
	Student mental health referral protocols

	Ed. Code 49428.15
	Identification of evidence-based and evidence-informed training programs for schools to address youth behavioral health

	Ed. Code 49428.2
	Requirement for policy on referral protocols

	Ed. Code 49428.5
	Student mental health poster

	Family Code 6924
	Consent by minor



	Federal
	  Description

	29 USC 794   
	  Rehabilitation Act of 1973; Section 504


20 USC 1232g	                              Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
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