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UYelcome!

Dear Parent or Guardian,

Welcome to the Mountain Empire Unified School District's
Expanded Learning Programs!

We are excited to have your child participate in our
enrichment opportunities that extend learning beyond
the traditional school day. Our programs—which include
Before and After School (ASES) and seasonal learning
during Fall Break, Spring Break, and Summer (ELOP)—are
designed to provide a safe, engaging, and supportive
environment for all students in grades TK-12.

Our commitment is to support each child’s academic,
social-emotional, and creative development through a
wide variety of enrichment activities that align with
California’s Quality Standards for Expanded Learning.
We believe these programs help students thrive by
offering meaningful learning experiences, building
confidence, and nurturing leadership and life skills.

Please take time to read this handbook carefully. It
outlines the policies, expectations, and procedures
that guide our Expanded Learning Programs. A
printed copy is available at your school site upon
request. Your signature on the enrollment form—
whether electronic or printed—indicates that you
understand and agree to follow the guidelines
outlined in this handbook.

If you have any questions, please contact your school
site’s Expanded Learning Program Site Lead or reach
out to our district office at (619) 473-9022. You can
also visit our website at www.meusd.org for the
latest updates and resources.

We look forward to a successful year of learning,
enrichment, and fun!

Warm regards,

Amy Conforth

Director of Education and Instructional Services
Expanded Learning Program Director
Mountain Empire Unified School District
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UNDERSTANDING OUR
EXPANDED LEARNING

PROGRAMS

Mountain Empire Unified School District offers a variety of
Expanded Learming opportunities designed to help students
learn, grow, explore, and connect throughout the year.

ASES

After School
Education & Safety

ASES provides before and after-school
programming in a safe, engaging
environment where students can:

® Receive homework support

e Participate in STEM, arts, and
enrichment activities

® Build friendships and
leadership skills

® Enjoy nutritious meals and
physical activity

lﬁ%@

ASSETS

After School Safety &
Enrichment for Teens

GRADES 7-12 =

ASSETS provides after-school
opportunities designed specifically
for teens, including:

ELOP

Expanded Learning
Opportunities Program

ELOP provides learning and
enrichment opportunities during
school breaks and summer.

® Academic support |
® Leadership development
College and career readiness
activities
@ Enrichment opportunities and
special events
® Community engagement

ARTS STEM READING LEADERSHIP
O
FALL CAMP WINTER CAMP SPRING BREAK CAMP SUMMER PROGRAM | !
i November 23-25, 2026 December 21 & 22, 2026 Week 1: March 29 - April 2, 2027 June 14 - July 9, 2027 i
i TK-6 TK-6 Week 2: April 5 - 9, 2027 TK-6 i
i TK-6

NUTRITIOUS i  HOMEWORK
MEALS & SNACKS : SUPPORT

* NOTE: Summer programming for students in grades 7-12 is dependent on available fundlng

= STUDENTS CAN EXPECT =

STEM
ACTIVITIES

ARTS &
CREATIVITY

PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY

SAFE & SUPPORTIVE

{ SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL |
' ! ENVIRONMENT

LEARNING

ENGAGE. ENRICH.

Y EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT. %

Please note: Expanded Learning Programs will be closed on June 18, 2027, in observance
of Juneteenth.




QUR COMMITMENT T0 QUL T7TY

—: CALIFORNIA’S EXPANDED LEARNING QUALITY STANDARDS - E—

At Mountain Empire Unified School District, our Expanded Learning Programs
follow the California Quality Standards for Expanded Learning, ensuring
every student has a safe, engaging, and enriching experience before school,
after school, during intersessions, and throughout the summer.

@) SAFE & SUPPORTIVE ACTIVE & ENGAGED
ENVIRONMENT y LEARNING
We create a welcoming Students learn through hands-on
envirenment where every P LTS projects, exploration, collaberation,
student feels safe, respected, "." = k creativity, and fun.

included, and supported.

CONTINUOUS
QUALITY
IMPROVEMENT

We regularly assess,
reflect, and improve
our pregrams to
better meet the needs
of our students.

SUILDIN(
Activities help students
build confidence,
independence, leadership,
communication, critical
thinking, and real-world
skills.

() STUDENT VOICE &
LEADERSHIP

Students have opportunities
to make choices, share
ideas, solve problems,

and become leaders

within the program.

0 COLLABORATIVE
PARTNERSHIPS

We partner with families,
schools, community
organizations, and local
businesses to create
more opportunities

for students.

e HEALTHY CHOICES

Nutritious snacks, physical
activity, social-emotional
learning, and healthy
habits are incorporated
into every program.

9 CLEAR VISION,
MISSION & PURPOSE

Our programs have a clear
vision and mission that
guide decision-making and
focus on student success.

—
@ ouaLiTy sTar () DIVERSITY, ACCESS
m STRONG PROGRAM @ SUSTAINABILITY & EQUITY
e e e MANAGEMENT FOR THE FUTURE Every child belongs. We
::irr:‘I nt:s:r::a soneda: 3 Effective leadership, planning, We build strong programs ce!ebrate and respect the
assiorl'atep:l‘aout h'el in communication, and resource that are stable, adaptable, un!r:ufe backgmund‘s, cultures,
Etudents h B management support high and able to grow and thrive abilities, and experiences of
) quality programs. for years to come. every student.

At MEUSD, we are committed to providing programs that are:

Promise N 4
O%F AM""ES g ENES\ING NCLUSIV suﬁve Cg{E EF\%R%:S

SUCCESS

Together, we create opportunities for students to

EXPLORE.

BEYOND THE SCHOOL DAY.




PROGRAM ¢
HOURS & LOCATIONS />N

3
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
% Our Expanded Learning Programs provide safe, REDHAWKS

engaging opportunities for students before and ,
after the school day.

.8

SCHOOL SITE BEFORE SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL

* CAMPO ELEMENTARY 6:45 AM - 8:45 AM 3:15PM - 6:15 PM
. CLDV_ER FLAT ELEMENTARY 6:45 AM - 8:45 AM 3:15PM - 6:15 PM
* DESCANSO ELEMENTARY 6:45 AM - 8:45 AM 3:15PM - 6:15 PM
. POTRERO ELEMENTARY 7:00 AM - 9:00 AM 3:15 PM - 6:15 PM Y

SECONDARY SCHOOL PROGRAMS

SCHOOL SITE BEFORE SCHOOL AFTER SCHOOL

o MOUNTAIN EMPIRE JR HIGH N/A 2:30 PM - 5:30 PM
L- MOUNTAIN EMPIRE HIGH SCHOOL N/A 2:30 PM - 5:30 PM P
( {3 IMPORTANT REMINDERS QUESTIONS?
‘ Ty Students must be signed in and out ; Expanded Learning Office
a according to site procedures.
O et . (619) 473-9022
o Families will be notified if a program @ www.meusd.org

reaches capacity and a waitlist is necessary.

B ASES

AFTER SCHOOL EDUCATION & SAFETY . AFTER SCHOOL SAFETY & EXPANDED LEARNING
GRADES TK-6 ENRICHMENT FOR TEENS : OPPORTUNITIES PROGRAM

GRADES 7-12 ' GRADES TK-6

GAGE. ENRICH,
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Whether you're returning to the program
or joining us for the first time,
we're excited to help your family get started!

e‘ﬂ NEW FAMILIES

Already part of our Expanded New to Expanded Learning?

Learning family?

We're excited to welcome you!

As a returning family, you'll receive
Priority Registration before enrollment
opens to new families.

COMPLETE AN
INTEREST FORM
Before the school year

begins, new families
will be invited to

@ warch Your emaL

During the summer, you'll
receive an email from

SDCOE CitySpan inviting complete an
you to register for the Interest Form.
upcoming school year.

CHOOSE YOUR
COMPLETE YOUR PROGRAMS

REGISTRATION

Review and update your
information and submit your
registration before the deadline.

The Interest Form helps us
know which programs your
family is interested in.

% Before School Program

After School Program
(€) RECEIVE CONFIRMATION
Once your registration has been
reviewed, you'll receive
confirmation of your child's
enrollment.

@ Fall Intercession

* Spring Intercession

Summer Program

WELCOME TO
EXPANDED LEARNING!

Get ready for a year of learning,
friends, and fun!

% PRIORITY ENROLLMENT

Callifornia requires that certain students receive priority enrollment.

O O

Students P | English | Students eligible
experiencing Ye : L : for Free or
homelessness owth o Reduced-Price Meals

does not guarantee enroliment.
+/ Enroliment is based on available space, staffing, and priority enrollment requirements.
+/ Families will receive an email confirming enrollment once placement has been finalized.

ENGAGE. ENEICH.

o IMPORTANT REMINDER: Submrmng a registration form or an Interest Form

% EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT. %

READY TO JOIN
THE ADVENTURE?

WHATISAN 1/

'INTERCESSION?

Intercessions are special Expanded
Learning opportunities offered when
school is not in session.

They provide students with fun,
engaging activities during
scheduled school breaks.

INTERCESSIONS MAY INCLUDE:

O
o

FALL INTERCESSION
(Thanksgiving Break)

SPRING INTERCESSION
(Spring Break)

(Summer Break)

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
Additional intercession
programs may be offered
throughout the year!

Register early
so you don't
miss out on a
year full of
learning,
adventure,
and fun!
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ATTENDANGE
MATTERS!

EVERY DAY IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO

LEARN, GROW, AND HAVE FUN!

WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS

Students benefit most when they attend regularly
and participate for the full program. Consistent
attendance helps children:

@g@

O

O

REDHAWK SAYS..

The more
you attend,
the more
adventures
you'll
experience!

Build Develop : Partici ipate in Gain |  Receive
friendships | i confidence i  nutritious
skills al:llwtles meals & snacks
EVERY DAY = ATTENDANCE
COUNTS! SUCCESS TIPS
[l o Arrlve on time
’ | Lt o Attend consmtently

MON BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL |  AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
Great (TK-6) (GRADES 7-12) ) o Stay for the full
Start! program whenever

Students enrolled in ASES Students are encouraged to Students enrolled in: possible
TUE are expected to: participate consistently to get
the most from the program. +¢ Fall Intercession O Communicate
Keep ! @ Attend regularly changes with your
il Spring Int, i .
gl @ Participate until the end of RECOMMENDED © spring tercession Site Lead
< WED the program each day PARTICIPATION: - Summer Program Q Have fun learning
' Be signed in and out every day!
You [ © acoo?d[nglt: program iy Atleast are expected to attend each i
Amazing! o i E 3 DAYS day they are registered. PR
™ EACH WEEK e e ; HELPFUL
pr NEED TO LEAVE EARLY? ¢S P A REMINDER
Fo:Esed' Familles must natlty the Site @ projects, field trips, If your child will be
i Lead in advance. Early releases enrichment activities, absent, arriving late,
are permitted only for Approximately : ' or leaving early,

FRI approved reasons, such as: 9 HOURS and spectalevents- please notify your
Finish Expanded Learning
slt:':“ 1 0 Medical appointments PER WEEK Site Lead as soon as

9 posslble

School- red activiti
i TR * *K 3 * m Good communication
= B Faridly eriergercies \ /] L4 A helps us ensure your

’ N child’s safety and

g o/ maintain accurate

\\ attendance records.

=

When we show up, we grow together.

THANK YOU FOR MAKING ATTENDANCE A PRIORITY!

e EVERY DAY COUNTS! |

ENGAGE. ENRICH.

—— Y EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT. & ——




 Together b ., SIGN IN NUTRITIOUS SNACK -

Students check in with
n :
we ]eﬂr ; program staff and connect

we gro W) / with friends as they begin healthy snack to refuel
and prepare for the

| VEDHANKS P their day of enhanced
we SOAR — 4 Iearningyand e afternoon'’s activities.

Students enjoy a

0 READ-ALOUD N o ENRICHMENT
Many of our programs Every day offers engaging

begin with a sha "9‘.1 enrichment activities that
read-aloud that builds v . may include:

literacy, sparks :
imagination, and brings ¢ @' Arts & Crafts @ Cooking

students together.
E STEM _Ij_. Technology
n Music #8% Team Building
a Gardening * |

...and so much more!

Students enjoy outdoor { A

play, organized games, ] \J) E Students are signed

sports, and physical Dhams g : & out safely with an

activities that encourage f / » | ~ approved adult or

teamwork, wellness, @ (P pe o dismissed according

and fun. & v o0 S to their site's 4
. 0 procedures.

~ REDHAWK SAYS...

EVERY DAY  a—
mcwnes @ @ e

" 5 _ chance to discover [
arning | Healthy riendships | Crea |vrty Active i E
| Snacks i i Play e something new! /g

* EUERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT. *




BE SAFE

Treat others the way 2 _ Help create a safe
you want to be treated. - ur | BS. - environment for everyone.

Use kind words and actions. 2| Follow directions. Keep hands and feet to yourself.

Listen when others are speaking. | N Participate in activities. Walk indoors.

Respect staff, classmates, _P__‘
and property. l =

Use technology appropriately. I wl Ask for help when needed.

: Report unsafe situations to staff.

Make choices that help
everyone stay safe.

& v
P &
a.‘ Include everyone. | Zan Stay with your group. A Follow safety procedures.
® Lo
L |

.t M N L

AT EXPANDED LEARNING WE...

19 % ¢ &9

Learn Encourage ' Try New Work as Celebrate
Together | One Another | Things : aTeam @ Success

T e é a
REDHAWK SAYS..

be Every choice helps make
Expanded Learning a fun,

safe place for everyone! 99
————

REDHAWKS
)

SERIOUS While our goal is always to teach, support, and help students grow, Learn more about how we
some behaviors can threaten the safety of students or staff and handle these situations on

BEH AV'ORS may result in suspension or removal from the program. - the next page.

ENGAGE - ENRICH -

Y EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT. *




OUR GOAL &)

Every student feels
safe, supported, and
empowered to make
positive choices

EVERY CHILD CAN LEARN, GROW, AND SUCCEED.

Our staff work with students to solve problems,
build positive relationships, and learn from mistakes.
r  Most situations are resolved with encouragement,
. guidance, and communication.

D.L.M.M. BEHAVIORS
Some behaviors are so sarious‘thlat:_hny may res:.nlt

-

in il
or removal.

q P

v o 00

FRIENDLY | CONVERSATION&  PROBLEM FAMILY BEHAVIOR STUDENT DANGEROUS ILLEGAL | MAJOR MODERATE

REMINDER = REFLECTION SOLVING . COMMUNICATION PLAN SUCCESS! « Fighting + Weapons |« Thewats DISRUPTIONS
Staffredirectand | Studentstalkwith | Togetherwe  Wecontactfamiies | Aplaniscreated | Studentsleam, * Phyeical * Drugs | T *|Bepagte sevoro
remindstudents | staffandreflect | identifysortions | o partnarand with clear grow, and make :f:_m”" + Alcohol | lmisoeduct ‘“""”‘;"
ofexpectations. | ontheirchoices, | andmakeaplan.  supportstudent | expectationsand | positive choices wpﬁfﬁm [t acco /A ::"‘ y : ::::a
% T, A, ; Vapes i ssmel nce
* Tampering * Bullying *+ Unsafe
equipment : behavior

@ IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES &\ SUSPENSION & PROGRAM REMOVAL

When a student chooses to engage in a D.|.M.M. behavior, Some behaviors are serious h that they may result in:
| staff will take action to keep our program safe.

A mo 8

Immediate parent notification e
Final decisions are made by

Suspension from the program i the Site Lead and Expanded

Learning Administrators i
Required parent conference NG SEmsisratorn in

D EEEw

consultation with school LT T T
H Behavior contract . administrators, based on
Immediate : Removalfrom @ Conference Documentation H . A
H 2 i i ¥ A the severity of the behavior
parent activity or with student of incident Permanent removal from Hie B
notification  : privilege i the Expanded Learning Program ancEs y'af scents
| and staff.
— M
BEHAVIOR CONTRACTS LEARNING FROM MISTAKES OUR COMMITMENT
For repeated concerns, families may be Wh possible, staff use r We believe every student deserves opportunities
asked to participate in a behavior support practices to help students: to learn from mistakes, repair relationships,

meeting. Together we may develop: and be successful. However, the safety of

students and staff will always remain

our highest priority.
When serious or repeated behaviors
interfere with the safety or learning

of others, suspension or removal
from the program may be necessary.

o Repair relationships

o Behavior Contract

° Support Plan

@ Home-school Partnership

o Reflect on choices
@ Take responsibility

° Learn positive
replacement behaviors

ENGAGE - ENRICH

Y EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT.



Together, we help students
learn, grow, and soar. ()

WE BELIEVE...
At Mountain Empire Unified School District, we believe students are

most successful when families and staff work together. Open communication,
trust, and teamwork help create a safe, welcoming, and enriching environment
where every child can thrive.

s 3 s Y
STAY CONNECTED SUPPORT YOUR CHILD PARTNER WITH US
* Read emails and ¢ Encourage regular ¢ Celebrate successes.
ParentSquare messages. attendance.
* Share concerns early.
* Keep your contact ¢ Follow sign-in and T o
information up to date. sign-out procedures. ¥ reat Sreqone v
) kindness and respect.
* Reach out if you » Talk with your child
have questions. about their day.
A 2 R\
vy | Ask your child every day: )
~ v g C
“«
- 2 Famdg What was the best part of
. 2
< b 7"’ v, Expanded Learning today?
— ', This simple question encourages conversation and ‘
- = L :
L I helps families stay connected to their child’s experiences. Y/
/
IMPORTANT REMINDER
To help maintain a safe and positive environment, families are expected to follow program
procedures and treat staff, students, and other families with respect. Repeated or serious concerns
may result in a conference or removal from the pregram when necessary.

ENGAGE * ENRICH

EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT.




P
MEUSD

MOUNTAIN EMPIRE
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

LL PHONES &
gERSﬂNAL BELONGINGS

Helping students stay present, safe, and @
focused while they learn and have fun.

At Expanded Learning, we encourage
students to be fully engaged in activities,
build friendships, and explore new
interests—without distractions.

Thank you for partnering with us!

CELL PHONES
0 wr deol (g Inaccordance with the Mountain Empire Unified ﬁ WHY IT MATTERS

School District Cell Phone Policy, personal cell

Phong_Free! phones and smart devices must remain put away
—S—

during Expanded Learning program hours. Helps students stay focused
and engaged

Encourages face-to-face
connections

If a student needs to contact a parent or guardian,
program staff will gladly assist them.

If a parent needs to reach a student during the program, g 5 o

< upports a positive and
please contact the school office or Expanded Learning tul.envi
Site Lead respectful environment

FrY TN e e Keeps everyone safe
These guidelines help us create a safe, respectful, P Y
and engaging environment for all students.

PERSONAL BELONGINGS

Please help students keep their belongings
organized and secure.

¢ Label all personal items.

* Leave toys, trading cards, and valuables
at home.

* The district is not responsible for lost,
damaged, or stolen items.

k Put devices away,

Redjuu‘/ O participate each day,
and make memories
that last!

ENGAGE » ENRICH

% EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT. *



Keeping Every Student Safe

The safety of every child is our highest priority.
Please help us ensure your student can

always be picked up safely by keeping your

emergency information current.

If a student has not been picked up at the end
of the Expanded Learning Program:

List at least two emergency contacts

who are authorized to pick up your child. Staff will supervise and

remain with the student.

Notify the school immediately if emergency

contact information changes. Staff il afiedint to.cBitadt

the parent/guardian.

o Ensure emergency contacts know they
may be called if you cannot be reached.

N >

tHelp Us Keep
Your Child Safe

Please update your emergency
contacts whenever:

® You change your phone number

If the parent/guardian cannot
be reached, staff will contact

the emergency contacts listed
in the student’s records.

If no authorized adult can be
reached after all reasonable
efforts have been exhausted,
the district will follow Mountain

® You move Empire Unified School District
® Your emergency contacts change safety procedures, which may
e Custody or pick-up permissions change include contacting law enforcement

to ensure the child’s safety.

Keeping your information current
% helps us reunite students with their
w‘ / families as quickly and safely

as possible. \_

R,  QUESTIONS? | @ (619) 478-5930
CONTACT US! Mountain Empire Unified School District

-

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

ENGAGE. ENRICH. EMPOWER. | EVERY DAY. EVERY STUDENT, |+ - MOUNTAIN EMPIRE




WE'RE HERE
TO HELP!

e e M 3 T T——

Our Expanded Learning team is here to support
your family. Please reach out to your school or
district office with any questions.

| # SCHOOL CONTACTS * |

i

‘.% Campo Elementary School e (619) 478-5583
‘% Clover Flat Elementary School e (619) 766-4655
‘% Descanso Elementary School o (619) 445-2126
8 PotreroEementany Sehool QO (619 478-5930
ﬁ Mountain Empire Junior High School e (619) 326-6662
& Mountain Empire High School QO (619) 473-8601
& A
, ) HOW WE CAN HELP YOU -
Our Expanded Learning staff are happy to assist with:

9 B H e kOO ¥
Registration Attendance Field Trips | Health or Special Events Program Before & After Intersessions
& Enrollment | & Scheduling : & Activities Medication - & Program : Hours & . School Programs :  (Fall, Spring

! i : Needs ©  Information |  Schedules © & Summer)

We're here for you! J

Thank You!

Thank you for choosing Mountain Empire
Unified School District's Expanded Learning
Pragrams. We are honored to partner with
your family and look forward to a wonderful
year filled with learning, friendships,
discovery, and fun!

REDHAWK SAYS...
3 9,",3“xftmm! _
’ﬁ_-—ﬂ-se = =
STAY CONNECTED!

82 WATCH YOUR EMAIL VISIT WWW.MEUSD.ORG #G REACH OUT ANYTIME.
VbW for CitySpan registration @ for calendars, announcements, R o E)fpanded Learning

and program updates. and resources. & team is here to support

your family.

ENGAGE. ENRICH. EMPOWER.




