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Gallatin Gateway School Plan of Indian Education for All

The purpose of the Gallatin Gateway School Plan of Indian Education for All is to detail the design of the school’s methods to educate staff and students concerning the Essential Understandings (EUs) of Indian Education for All (IEFA) and to infuse a natural cross-cultural approach that includes each of Montana’s recognized tribes as well as to increase tolerance and acceptance of all peoples. As specified in Montana law (MCA 20-1-501), Gallatin Gateway School (GGS) upholds a policy to adhere to the recommendations set forth to instruct staff and students in the critical and rich history of all people in this state and nation.

Our mission at GGS states that our school community will “empower our students to take responsibility for their learning so they may achieve their individual potentials as lifelong learners and productive citizens.” By committing to the principles of IEFA, we are not only meeting our mission, but we are also addressing the Essential Understandings. Students in Montana, by developing a lifelong ability to seek exposure and learn of the cultures, customs, traditions, and perspectives of indigenous peoples will influence the development of a productive citizenry.

At each grade level, kindergarten through eighth, students at GGS are guided in the exploration of the abundant histories and cultures of each of Montana’s federally recognized tribes. Within each grade level and content area, we focus on introduction, examination, evaluation, and appreciation of cultures. This targeted approach provides both structure and flexibility to teachers in leading students to the recognition of differences between tribes and belies the misconceptions of the Native American stereotype. Our whole- school approach provides a scaffolded and growing understanding that will serve GGS students now and into the future.
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Indian Education for All Law
MCA 20-1-501

In the 1972 Constitution (Article X, Section 1(2)) the State of Montana recognized the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians and committed to provide education preserving the cultural integrity of each Montana tribe. Twenty-seven years later in 1999, the Legislature passed House Bill 528 into the law we now call Indian Education for All (MCA 20-1-501.) 

In 2005, the Legislature provided the first funding to support the efforts of Montana schools in fulfillment of this long-standing promise. In 2023, the Montana Legislature passed a bill designed to hold school districts accountable for IEFA funds to ensure that they are being spent for the intended purpose with reporting requirements for schools. 
Recognition Of American Indian Cultural Heritage -- Legislative Intent
20-1-501. Recognition of American Indian cultural heritage -- legislative intent. (1) It is the constitutionally declared policy of this state to recognize the distinct and unique cultural heritage of American Indians and to be committed in its educational goals to the preservation of their cultural heritage.
(2) It is the intent of the legislature that in accordance with Article X, section 1(2), of the Montana constitution:
(a) every Montanan, whether Indian or non-Indian, learn about the distinct and unique heritage of American Indians in a culturally responsive manner; and
(b) every educational agency works cooperatively with Montana tribes or those tribes that are in close proximity, when providing instruction or when implementing an educational goal or adopting a rule related to the education of each Montana citizen, to include information specific to the cultural heritage and contemporary contributions of American Indians, with particular emphasis on Montana Indian tribal groups and governments.
(3) It is also the intent of this part, predicated on the belief that all school personnel should have an understanding and awareness of Indian tribes to help them relate effectively with Indian students and parents, that educational agencies provide means by which school personnel will gain an understanding of and appreciation for the American Indian people.
American Indian Studies -- Definitions
20-1-502. American Indian studies -- definitions. As used in this part, the following definitions apply:
(1) "American Indian studies" means instruction pertaining to the history, traditions, customs, values, beliefs, ethics, language, and contemporary affairs of American Indians, particularly Indian tribal groups in Montana.
(2) "Educational agency" means:
(a) the Montana university system;
(b) professional educator preparation programs accredited by the board of public education;
(c) the board of public education;
(d) the office of public instruction; and
(e) school districts.
(3) "Instruction" means:
(a) a formal course of study or class, developed with the advice and assistance of Indian people, that is offered separately or that is integrated into existing accreditation standards by a unit of the university system or by an accredited tribal community college located in Montana, including a teacher education program within the university system or a tribal community college located in Montana, or by the board of trustees of a school district;
(b) Inservice training developed by the superintendent of public instruction in cooperation with educators of Indian descent and made available to school districts;
(c) Inservice training provided by a local board of trustees of a school district, which is developed and conducted in cooperation with tribal education departments, tribal community colleges, or other recognized Indian education resource specialists; or
(d) Inservice training developed by professional education organizations or associations in cooperation with educators of Indian descent and made available to all certified and classified personnel.
Indian Education for All
20-1-503. Indian education for all. (1) Pursuant to this part and 20-9-329 and the definition of basic system of free quality public elementary and secondary schools under 20-9-309, the board of trustees of a school district shall require that all certified personnel and all students receive instruction in American Indian studies.
(2) Members of boards of trustees and all non-certified personnel in public school districts are encouraged to satisfy the requirements for instruction in American Indian studies.
(3) (a) Pursuant to Article X, section 1(2), of the Montana constitution, 20-1-501, 20-7-101, and 20-9-309, the board of public education shall incorporate the distinct and unique cultural heritage of Montana American Indians in the content standards that schools must implement as a requirement for school accreditation.
(b) The superintendent shall include representatives of Montana Indian tribes on negotiated rulemaking committees formed pursuant to 20-7-101 addressing the development or revision of content standards under subsection (3)(a).


[bookmark: _Toc161216894]The Seven Essential Understandings Regarding Montana Indians
These seven elements are the guiding principles behind Indian Education for All. Tribal histories and contemporary tribal members, governments, and nations have shaped and are shaping the social and political landscape of Montana. An educated and contemporary Montana citizen has basic knowledge of Montana tribes.
Essential Understandings: 
1. There is great diversity among the twelve sovereign tribes of Montana in their languages, cultures, histories, and governments. Each tribe has a distinct and unique cultural heritage that contributes to modern Montana. 
2. Just as there is great diversity among tribal nations, there is great diversity among individual American Indians as identity is developed, defined, and redefined by entities, organizations, and people. There is no generic American Indian. 
3. The ideologies of Native traditional beliefs and spirituality persist into modern day life as tribal cultures, traditions, and languages are still practiced by many American Indian people and are incorporated into how tribes govern and manage their affairs. Additionally, each tribe has its own oral histories, which are as valid as written histories. These histories predate the “discovery” of North America. 
4. Though there have been tribal peoples living successfully on the North American lands for millennia, reservations are lands that have been reserved by or for tribes for their exclusive use as permanent homelands. Some were created through treaties, while others were created by statutes and executive orders. The principle that land should be acquired from tribes only through their consent with treaties involved three assumptions: 
I. Both parties to treaties were sovereign powers; 
II. Indian tribes had some form of transferable title to the land; 
III. Acquisition of Indian lands was solely a government matter not to be left to individual colonists or states. 
5. There were many federal policies put into place throughout American history that have affected Indian people and continue to shape who they are today. Many of these policies conflicted with one another. Much of Indian history can be related through several major federal policy periods: 
• Colonization/Colonial Period, 1492-1800s 
• Treaty-Making and Removal Period, 1778-1871 
• Reservation Period – Allotment and Assimilation, 1887-1934 
• Tribal Reorganization Period, 1934-1953 
• Termination and Relocation Period, 1953-1968 
• Self-Determination Period, 1975-Present 
6. History is a story most often related through the subjective experience of the teller. With the inclusion of more and varied voices, histories are being rediscovered and revised. History told from American Indian perspectives frequently conflicts with the stories mainstream historians tell.
7. American Indian tribal nations are inherent sovereign nations and they possess sovereign powers, separate and independent from the federal and state governments. However, under the American legal system, the extent and breadth of self-governing powers are not the same for each tribe.
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	Topic
	Intended Outcome
	Delivery Method
	Resources
	Timeline

	Introduction to staff. Incorporation into curriculum planning.
	To create in-depth IEFA integration into annual curriculum development.
	Directive w/ expert & mentor support
	Plan
Instructor Support
Time
	-Begin at August P.I.R. 
-Designate evaluation during and end of school year.

	Individual concept development and progression 
	To create a more in-depth curriculum with individual Native American cultural concepts through each grade level.
	Round table discussion

Committee developed
	OPI website lessons
M.O.R.

	-Begin at August P.I.R.
-Follow up at a successive P.I.R.

	IEFA Resources- Where? How to use?
	Best fit resources for staff
	Invitation to OPI expert

Collaborative curation by all staff
	School library resources
OPI,
National Museum of American Indian
	Begin at August P.I.R. and revisit at January P.I.R.

	IEFA Best Practices Conference
	New instructional ideas; Connecting with educators & resource
	Virtual and In-person
	
	March Annually

	[bookmark: _Toc161216896]WMPLC/RESA Region V
Summer Offerings
	Understanding American Indian history, culture, and contemporary issues. Create accurate IEFA units.
	Online. Funded through GGS IEFA

Register: https://bit.ly/nasft
	Syllabus:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KVvBLMHCyyaS9Bb3STYB4lw93zRboPGxn4KjhS_bOwo/edit#heading=h.g58008tiq97k
	June 
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	Recognizing bias; Create equitable education experiences
	Provided by school counselor to staff and students
	Counseling standards
Read-aloud
Safe schools
	PD for staff at beginning of year.
Counselor lessons during school year
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IEFA Resources Available at GGS
	Source Type
	Examples
	Location
	Notes

	OPI Created Materials
	Long Ago in Montana
The Framework
	Library
OPI website
	Lessons/Units
Reference 

	Read aloud
	Good Luck Cat
Moonstick
	Library
Teacher collection
	

	Informational Text
	Killing Custer
Native American Wisdom
	Library
Teacher collection
	

	Media Library
	Nakona Media
	Online
	nakona-media.com

	Textbook
	Montana: Stories of the Land
	Social Studies Classroom
	Online component

	Novels
	Codetalker
Birchbark House
	Library
Teacher collection
	

	Videos
	An Encounter with Lewis & Clark
Individual Interviews
	Library
OPI website

	

	Outreach Kits
	Bison
Traditional Games
	Museum of the Rockies
	$35 Reserve
Request: moroutreach@montana.edu

	Hands on Footlockers & IEFA Plans
	Lewis & Clark
Montana’s First Peoples

	Montana Historical Society
	$25 Reserve
Request form: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWF0xg-X40aMPQKjCZNMobgdiqflQNHHCLlFTtME0drAYs8g/viewform?pli=1
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The GGS Framework for IEFA is based on seven Big Ideas that interpret the seven Essential Understandings. Within each Big Idea, teachers select lessons and resources to apply the concept. Beyond the application of Big Ideas, GGS has established several enduring projects that classes complete annually and have come to be recognized as required components of our curriculum implementation.

Essential Understanding #1 & Big Idea #1

· We examine stories, histories, and artifacts.

Essential Understanding #2 & Big Idea #2

· We recognize and seek to understand individuals.

Essential Understanding #3 & Big Idea #3

· We affirm traditional beliefs in modern affairs. We appreciate and examine oral histories.

Essential Understanding #4 & Big Idea #4

· We can identify and locate Montana reservations. We know that the lands belong to the tribes.

Essential Understanding #5 & Big Idea #5

· We understand that each period of history affects each tribe specifically. 

Essential Understanding #6 & Big Idea #6

· We consider multiple perspectives in history. We identify and evaluate bias.

Essential Understanding #7 & Big Idea #7

· We acknowledge each tribe’s independence and respect their individuality. 


	Grade Level
	EU 1
	EU 2 
	EU 3 
	EU 4 
	EU 5
	EU 6
	EU 7

	Big Idea
	Examine artifacts and stories.
	Recognize individuals.
	Recognize traditional beliefs in modern affairs. Study and connect oral histories.
	Identify reservations. Understand that the lands belong to the tribes.
	Understand that there are many phases of history that have affected all tribes.
	Understand that there are different perspectives for all historical events.
	Recognize a tribe's individuality and independence.

	K
	Counting & Coloring Symbols; Read Aloud
	Counting & Coloring Symbols; Read Aloud
	Counting & Coloring Symbols; Read Aloud
	
	
	Counting & Coloring Symbols; Read Aloud
	

	1st
	Read Aloud & Topic Discussions
	Read Aloud & Topic Discussions
	Read Aloud & Topic Discussions
	
	
	Read Aloud & Topic Discussions
	

	2nd
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project
	Museum of the Rockies Field Trip Project

	3rd
	Montana Reservation Seal Mural Stories
	Montana Reservation Seal Mural Stories
	Montana Reservation Seal Mural Stories
	Montana Reservation Seal Mural Stories
	Montana Reservation Seal Mural Stories
	Montana Reservation Seal Mural Stories
	Montana Reservation Mural Stories

	4th
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States
	MT Gov’t. & Reservations comparing to other U.S. Regions/States

	5th
	Montana Tribes Project
	Montana Tribes Project
	Montana Tribes Project
	Montana Tribes Project
	Montana Tribes Project
	Montana Tribes Project
	Montana Tribes Project

	6th
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide
	Expedition Yellowstone Field Trip & Lesson Guide

	7th
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey
	Montana History Stories of the Land; A Cheyenne Odyssey

	8th
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
	U.S. History Period of Study- Westward Expansion
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Content Areas Examples

· English/Language Arts: 
· Creation stories; Oral histories, Read-aloud, novel studies
· Math: 
· Beadwork symmetry; Techniques for designing shelters
· Social Studies: 
· Tribal seals; Tribe reports; Sheepeaters of Yellowstone
· Science: 
· Three Sister Garden; Bison significance, Astronomy (moon)
· Art: 
· Talking sticks; Winter counts; Beaded medallion; Blackbirds
· PE/Health: 
· Traditional games; Healthy vegetation in Montana
· Music: 
· Powwows; Drumming
GGS Field Trips Contributing to IEFA Instruction


	Location
	Grade 
	Date
	Areas of Focus

	Expedition Yellowstone
	6th
	varies
	Ancestral People; Archaeology; Legends; Ecology

	Museum of the Rockies
	2nd
	May
	Enduring Peoples Exhibit

	The Buffalo Jump & Missouri Headwaters State Park
	3rd
	May
	History; Archaeology

	Washington, D.C.
	8th
	May
	Smithsonian Museums: History, Cultural Appreciation
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Essential Understanding to Meet Indian Education for All 

Grade Level: 				Teacher: 

	#1 There is great diversity among the 12 tribal Nations of Montana in their languages, cultures, histories & governments. Each Nation has a distinct and unique cultural heritage that contributes to modern Montana.

	#2 There is great diversity among individual American Indians as identity is developed, defined & redefined by entities, organizations and people. A continuum of Indian identity, unique to each individual, ranges from assimilated to traditional. There is no generic American Indian.

	#3 The ideologies of Native traditional beliefs and spirituality persist into modern day life as tribal cultures, traditions, and languages are still practiced by many American Indian people and are incorporated into how tribes govern and manage their affairs. Additionally, each tribe has its own oral histories, which are as valid as written histories. These histories pre-date the “discovery” of North America.
	#4 Reservations are lands that have been reserved by the tribes for their own use through treaties, statutes, and executive orders and were not “given” to them. The principle that land should be acquired from the Indians only through their consent with treaties involved three assumptions:
        I. Both parties to treaties were sovereign powers.
      II. Indian tribes had some form of transferable title to the land.
     III. Acquisition of Indian lands was solely a government matter not to be left to
individual colonists
	#5 Federal policies, put into place throughout American history, have affected Indian people and still shape who they are today. Much of Indian history can be related through several major federal policy periods:
  -Colonization Period 1492 -
  -Treaty Period 1789 - 1871
  -Allotment Period 1887 - 1934
  -Boarding School Period 1879 - - -
  -Tribal Reorganization Period 1934 - 1958
  -Termination Period 1953 - 1988
 -Self-determination 1975 – current
	#6 History is a story most often related through the subjective experience of the teller. With the inclusion of more and varied voices, histories are being rediscovered and revised. History told from an Indian
perspective frequently conflicts with the stories mainstream historians tell.
	#7 Under the American legal system, Indian tribes have sovereign powers, separate and independent from the federal and state governments. However, the extent and breadth of tribal sovereignty is not the same
for each tribe.
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