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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Nevada County Transportation Commission 
 
FROM: Michael Woodman, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: Executive Director’s Report  
 
DATE: November 12, 2025 

 
PROJECT UPDATE ZION STREET / SACRAMENTO STREET CORRIDOR PEDESTRIAN 
AND BICYCLE MOBILITY / SCHOOL ACCESS IMPROVEMENT STUDY 
The Nevada County Transportation Commission (NCTC) in coordination with the City of Nevada City 
contracted with the consulting firm GHD Inc. to conduct a planning study and facilitate public outreach 
necessary to analyze potential improvements and develop recommendations to improve pedestrian and 
bicycle mobility, safety, and access to schools in the Zion Street/Sacramento Street Corridor from the 
intersection of Ridge Road/Nevada City Highway/Zion Street to the Sacramento Street/S. Pine Street 
intersection.   
 
The first in a series of public workshops was held on March 25, 2025, in the Forest Charter School – 
Multipurpose Room to kick-off the planning study. The goal of the first workshop was to gather initial 
input on existing corridor conditions and concerns, as well as the types of improvements that residents 
may be interested in. Following the first workshop, the consultant team began developing potential 
improvement concepts that considered the initial public input received along with right-of-way 
constraints and utilities to be reviewed by the public.  
 
The potential improvement concepts were presented to the public at a Community Workshop held at the 
Miners Foundry on October 23, 2025 from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM. The workshop was attended by 
approximately 25+ community members. Following an introductory presentation of the project and 
overview of improvement concepts, attendees worked collaboratively at tables to discuss the potential 
improvement options for different segments of the project corridor. At the end of the exercise each group 
reported out general items of support and key considerations.   
 
The project progress to date and a summary of the input received will be presented to the Nevada City 
Council at their November 12, 2025 meeting to be held at 6:30 PM, located at Nevada City City Hall, 
317 Broad Street, Nevada City, CA 95959. 
 
For members of the community that were unable to attend the recent Community Workshop, information 
on the project, as well as opportunities for input can be found on the project website located at 
https://ghd.mysocialpinpoint.com/zion-sac-mobility-plan. 

 
MICHAEL WOODMAN, Executive Director 

AARON HOYT, Deputy Executive Director 

LOU CECI – Nevada City City Council 
SUSAN HOEK – Nevada County Board of Supervisors 
TOM IVY – Grass Valley City Council, Chair 
JAY STRAUSS – Member-At-Large 
DUANE STRAWSER – Member-At-Large 
ROBB TUCKER – Nevada County Board of Supervisors, Vice Chair 
JAN ZABRISKIE – Town of Truckee 
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PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE: STATE ROUTE 49 MULTI-MODAL CORRIDOR 
IMPROVEMENTS (NEVADA CITY) 

On December 7, 2022, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) awarded NCTC in coordination 
with Nevada City, $13.8 million of state Active Transportation funding for the construction of the State 
Route 49 Multi-modal Corridor Improvement Project. The improvements are intended to help reduce 
speeds through the corridor and allow active transportation users to travel along and across this section 
of the SR 49 corridor more safely and comfortably, while accessing important destinations along the 
segment of SR 49 between the intersection of SR 20/49/Uren Street and County Juvenile Hall 
driveway/SR 49. Caltrans District 3 has been designated as the implementing agency for the project and 
is working in coordination with NCTC and Nevada City. The project is currently in the Project Approval/ 
Environmental Documentation phase. Funding for the Right-of-Way and Design phases are programmed 
in FY 2025/26 and construction funding in FY 2026/27.   
 
A Public Open House was held October 2, 2025 in the Nevada County Board of Supervisors Chambers, 
to present an overview of the improvements to be constructed and the project schedule. The workshop 
was attended by approximately 45 community members The comments received included consideration 
for installing downward directed lighting to limit light pollution and installing landscaping appropriate 
for the scenic nature of the corridor. Residents from Orchard Street indicated that they were concerned 
that the proposed roundabout at SR 49/Maidu Avenue/Orchard Street might result in increased traffic on 
their street from traffic desiring to access the Eric Rood Government Center. Several of the neighbors 
on Orchard Street requested that NCTC and Caltrans consider not including entrance to the roundabout 
from Orchard Street and instead provide a right turn bypass with access to SR 49 eastbound only. 
Residents from the North Bloomfield Road area expressed appreciation for the proposed Coyote 
Street/SR 49 intersection improvements maintaining the existing turning movements. Some residents 
from lower Coyote Street requested closing public access from SR 49.  Other participants voiced support 
of the multimodal improvements to make travel in the corridor safer for residents and children trying to 
access downtown and/or the trails. Comment letters that have been received by NCTC on the project are 
attached. 
 
NCTC staff have been working with the Caltrans project team and Nevada City staff to determine if the 
comments received can be accommodated into the project within the grant funding approved for the 
project. Any modifications to the project concept approved in the grant application would need to be 
approved by the California Transportation Commission. In addition, any change to public access would 
need to be approved by the City of Nevada City in accordance with adopted policies and procedures.  
NCTC is scheduled to provide a presentation to the Nevada City Council at their December 11, 2025 
city council meeting to provide an update on the project and discuss input received at the public open 
house. 
 
 
attachments 




























