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Hello GIS Community, 
As we enter the second week of February, we look forward to a busy and exciting 
month ahead. Please take a moment to review all school communications and add 
important dates to your calendars so you can stay informed and participate in our 
upcoming events. 



As we observe Black History Month, we take 
time to reflect on the importance of learning 
from history and honoring those who have 
worked toward equality and justice. The fight 
for civil rights in the United States is not distant 
history — milestones such as Ruby Bridges 
integrating an all-White school happened within 
our parents’ or grandparents’ lifetimes. This 
reminds us how recent and relevant this history 
truly is. (Adapted from: Reader’s Digest, “Black 
History Month Quotes”) 
 
As an IB school, we strive to be inspired by 

these individuals and their stories. We aim to stand up for what is right, be fair and 
principled, encourage one another, and persevere even when challenges arise. We 
acknowledge the achievements of Black leaders, celebrate their successes, and reflect 
on how their courage continues to shape our world today. As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
wisely said, “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 
 
May this month encourage our community to continue learning, reflecting, and working 
together to build a more just and compassionate world for all. 
 
Ms. Svitlana | Parent Liaison 

 

Thank You, Mrs. Olson, for 
Making a Difference Every Day 
We would like to extend our sincere appreciation 
to Mrs. Samantha Olson, our School 
Counselor, for her outstanding dedication and 
commitment to our school community. Through her 
leadership in Student Council, guidance in Social 
Emotional Learning, management of the PBIS 
Store and Snack Shack, and so much more Mrs. 
Sam continues to create meaningful opportunities 
that empower and support our students. 
Her advocacy for student equity and well-being, 
along with her ability to connect with students and 
families, truly makes a difference. Mrs. Sam is a 
wonderful role model of the IB Learner Profile 

— Knowledgeable, Communicator, Principled, Open-Minded, Caring, and Reflective — 
and embodies these qualities in her daily work. 
We are incredibly fortunate to have Mrs. Olson as part of our GIS 
community! Thank you for everything you do for our students! 

 



Open Enrollment 2026–27: Sibling Applications Due 
by March 2 
Open Enrollment for the 2026–27 school year at Gateway International School (TK–
8) is now open! We encourage our current GIS families to take advantage of this 
opportunity and submit applications for any younger siblings who wish to attend GIS. 
Families may apply between December 19, 2025, and March 6, 2026. 
 
All new students interested in attending Gateway International School for the 2026–27 
school year must submit an application during the Open Enrollment period. Submitting 
an application does not guarantee acceptance. Admission will be determined by a 
random public lottery if there are more applicants than available space. 
 
The Enrollment Lottery will be held on March 20, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. at the Inquiry 
Center and will be streamed live on the GIS YouTube channel. Families will be notified 
of acceptance or denial via email once the lottery is completed. 
If accepted, families must provide proof of residence, proof of birthdate, and 
immunization records. Applications containing false or incorrect information (including 
address) will be disqualified and may void acceptance. For more information or to 
apply, please visit www.gischarter.org or scan the QR code on the flyers. 
 
Sincerely, 
Yuliia Dubova | Registrar  

     

 

http://www.gischarter.org/


 

 
 
Upcoming Events 
Monday, February 9th 

• "Girls on the Run" Registration begins HERE *Use Code GOTR30 
• MYP Girls Basketball Practice, 3:30 pm 

Tuesday, February 10th 

• Advisory Council Meeting, 3:30 pm 
• MYP Boys & PYP Basketball Practice, 3:30 pm 

Wednesday, February 11th 

• MYP Boys & PYP Basketball Practice, 3:30 pm 

Thursday, February 12th 

• Promotional Picture Day (Kinder & 8th Grade ONLY) 
• MYP Boys & PYP Basketball Practice, 3:30 pm 

Friday, February 6th  

• Friday “B" 
• Snack Shack  

 

Important Reminders 

• NO SCHOOL, President's Week Recess - February 16th-20th 
• Spring Picture Day - February 25th 
• Family Literacy Night - February 26th 
• Open Enrollment Due Date - March 2nd 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pinwheel.us/register/index/Spring26


 
Big Opportunity for 8th Graders: Paid Summer 
Internship at the Arcade Library! 
We’re excited to share some amazing upcoming and ongoing opportunities for our 
students through the Arcade Library in Sacramento. These are great ways for youth 
to get involved, gain experience, and have fun in the community! 
 
📚 1. Paid Summer Internship for Teens 
The application is now open for the Arcade Library’s paid summer internship for 
teens! This is a wonderful opportunity for students to build skills, gain work 
experience, and earn money. 
🌟 Incoming freshmen qualify to apply — that means our 8th graders! 🌟 
 
🗓 Deadline: Wednesday, April 1 at 9:00 a.m. 
🔗 Apply here: www.surveyhero.com/c/summer2026 
 
Mrs. Olson | School Counselor  

   



    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Yearbook & Spring Pictures Pre-Order Now Open! 

 

Yearbook Online Order -> Click HERE 
 
Spring Picture Day Pre-Order -> Click HERE 

 

https://ybpay.lifetouch.com/Order/SelectJob?jobNumber=11220726&utm_source=exacttarget&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=YB_Offer_I_update
https://my.lifetouch.com/mylifetouch/#/pictureDayId/EVT2TT3FJ?utm_medium=email&utm_source=ExactTarget&utm_campaign=DTC_Pp_Pr_21Day_S26_PhotoBuyersOnly&utm_content=Hero


 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter Celebration & Cultural Night Fair Photos Are 
Here! 
The photos from our Winter Celebration and Cultural Night Fair are now live on the GIS 
website! We encourage families to check them out and relive these wonderful 
moments with your children. It was truly a joy to celebrate together as a community. 
Click HERE to view. 

 

https://www.gischarter.org/Our-School/About-Us/School-Gallery/index.html


 

Launch 
Growth happens when we try something new, ask questions, and step beyond what 
feels familiar. Later this month, our Family Literacy Night will offer just that 
opportunity. Led by our Reading Specialist, families will explore the foundations of 
reading and comprehension through Scarborough’s Reading Rope, discover 
practical strategies, and strengthen the partnership between home and school. 
 
We encourage all families to join us — more details will be shared soon, and we look 
forward to seeing you there! 

 

Contact info 
If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact us. You can 
reach out via the following links: 
 

• 916-286-1985 
• gis@gcccharters.org 
• www.gischarter.org 
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https://www.gischarter.org/

