
August 17, 2026
Week 6

Principal’s Corner
Welcome back A Track! We’re so excited to see 
you! We can’t wait to celebrate your arrival on your 
first day of the 2026-27 school year, bright and early 
on Monday morning! Just a reminder – check the 
purple box on this page for our new school hours! 

A big welcome to our new self-contained special 
education classes! Our Levels 2/3 preschool with 
Mr. Jim Thao and Level 4 preschool with Ms. 
Morgan Hardison start also on Monday, August 
17th! Students will enter/exit school from the 
playground park next to Sandpiper Park. Our Level 3 
TK/K classes with Mrs. Shannon Gudel and Mrs. 
Susmita Banarjee started Thursday! Students in 
these classes enter/exit from the gate on Appolon. 

 Dr. Mitchell
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Resilient
Griffins!

Last week, these 
students were 

recognized by their 

teachers. 
Congrats!

I am stronger than 
setbacks.

TK
Rowan

Kindergarten
Kai

1st Grade
Micah

Ian
Elias

2nd Grade
Major
Will

3rd  Grade 
Lux

Jocelyn
Olivia

4th  Grade
Olivia
Kira

5th Grade
Xavier
Maya

Jayden

6th Grade
Harnadar

Natalie
Ashadieeyah

Griffin Gala!
Harnadar – 6th

Charlotte – 1st 
Maya – 1st 
Luke – 2nd 
Evie – 3rd

Felicity – 2nd 
Nayamet – 4th

Kira – 4th 
Ari – 5th 

Gurnoor – 5th

Maya – 5th

Ashadieeyah – 6th 

The McGarvey Way
A KINDNESS CAMPAIGN:

Griffins Rock Kindness!
When you learn 

someone’s name, it helps 
them feel emotionally 

safe because it tells them, 
“You belong here!”

Guldy's Big Question
What can you do if you’re 

not sure how to 
pronounce a name?Click HERE for a link to a read 

aloud on YouTube.

Our S.O.A.R. trait next week is
Safe.

I help others feel safe, 
included, and cared for.

“No act of kindness, no matter 
how small, is ever wasted.” 

-  Aesop

ATTENDANCE 
MATTERS

Our goals for 2026-27: 
• Every student on time 

every day.
• 95% of students here 

all day, every day. 

Yay!! We did it!! We hit our 
95% goal for attendance 
this week! And the number 
of tardy students has 
shrunk every week for 3 
straight weeks! Keep it up, 
Griffins! Great job! 

Attendance Last
Week

This
Week

Tardies 102 98

Early Dismissal 37 42

Absences 166 120

% Attendance 93.85% 95.25%

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL 
NOMINATIONS

Serving on our School Site Council is an excellent way to 
get an insider’s view of all the great things going on at 
McGarvey!

Learn about our school goals, our budget, and how we 
use our money to address our goals. We meet 4 - 5 times 
a  year, online for 60-90 minutes.

The School Site Council is made up of an equal number of 
school staff & parents - we have 5 of each - and serve for 
2-year terms.  Brittany Smith and Rebecca Lam are 
returning parent members of our SSC, and we’re looking 
for three more parents! If you’re interested or if you’d 
like to nominate someone, please email the principal 
by August 21, 2026. carmitch@egusd.net 

TRACK CHANGE DAY!
Goodbye B Track!
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14

MINIMUM DAY
DISMISSAL @ 1:10

All TK & K Students attend 8:40-12:11

VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED!

Student Store
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14

We need a couple adult 
volunteers to help run our 
student store on Friday. If 

you can help (and you're an 
EGUSD approved volunteer), 

please call our office!

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
Tuesday, August 18

A TRACK Grades 1-6, and Mod. T. SCC TK/K
parents/guardians only, please

5:00-5:30 - Parent Welcome Meeting with the 
Principal (MP)

5:35-6:05 - Grades 1-6 Classroom Session #1
6:10-6:40 - Grades 1-6 Classroom Session #2

PFO 
SPOTLIGHT

Click here for the list of the 
PFO activities planned for 
this year (subject to change!)

FUN RUN IS COMING!!
C & D Tracks – September 10!

Kick-Off is August 28

SPIRIT WEAR IS IN STOCK
T-shirts, hoodies, zipper hoodies – all  sizes

Stop by the office!

https://youtu.be/rEj8f6G9myI?si=3ClttHtcfHSz81iK
https://youtu.be/rEj8f6G9myI?si=3ClttHtcfHSz81iK
mailto:carmitch@egusd.net
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjNLvDi9zpejmdD4HNQHVSH8D8M6Wqs7lsv8PUN6VSk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.4848me2qwyy4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjNLvDi9zpejmdD4HNQHVSH8D8M6Wqs7lsv8PUN6VSk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.4848me2qwyy4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjNLvDi9zpejmdD4HNQHVSH8D8M6Wqs7lsv8PUN6VSk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.4848me2qwyy4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DjNLvDi9zpejmdD4HNQHVSH8D8M6Wqs7lsv8PUN6VSk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.4848me2qwyy4
https://youtu.be/rEj8f6G9myI?si=3ClttHtcfHSz81iK


Important Dates
August
17 - A Track First Day of School
17 - SCC Preschool First Day of School 

(Modified Traditional Calendar)
17 - A Track PBIS Kick-Off
18 - A Track Back to School Night 

(parents/guardians only, please)
• 5:00 Parent Welcome Meeting
• 5:35 Grades 1-6 Session #1
• 6:10 Grades 1-6 Session #2

18 - CD Progress Reports 
21 - A Track PBIS Assembly
25 - Vision/Hearing Screening (TK, K, 2nd, 5th)
26 - A Track & SCC Picture Day
28 - CD Fun Run Kick Off!
28 - 5:30-7:00 Back to  School GLOW DANCE!

September
1 - Vision/Hearing Screening (TK, K, 2nd, 5th)
1 - School Site Council Meeting #1
7 - Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
10 - CD Fun Run!
11 - Track Change Day— C Goes Off Track 

(Minimum Day)
11 - Griffin Store & Griffin Gala
14 - B Track Returns
14 - 6:30 pm PFO Meeting (zoom)
24 - Cross Country Meet
25 - B Track Progress Reports
28 - C Track Progress Reports
29 - B/D Make-Up Picture Day

Wellness Corner
Welcome to a new school year! The Wellness 
Department is excited to partner with our students, 
families, and staff to support every child's well-being 
and help create a positive, welcoming school 
community.

Meet Our Wellness Team:
· Brittany Smith – Mental Health 

Therapist
· Cinthia Rios – School Counselor
· Jennifer Harty – School 

Psychologist
· Angelyne Landicho – Behavior Support Specialist

Each month, we'll share a Wellness Corner featuring 
family resources, wellness tips, and activities to 
support students' social-emotional growth.

July & August Focus: School Belonging This month, 
we're helping students build friendships, establish 
healthy routines, and develop a growth mindset so 
they feel connected, confident, and ready to learn.

We look forward to partnering with you for a wonderful 
year of learning, growing, and thriving together!



Safety on the Bike Trails

We are fortunate to have many McGarvey students 
who walk, bike, and scooter to school using the 
neighborhood trail. 

As the school year gets underway, we'd like to remind 

with your child.

Please encourage your child to:

• Ride single file when passing others.
• Slow down and give walkers plenty of space.
• Alert pedestrians by using a bike bell or saying, 

"Passing on your left."
• Keep their eyes on the path and avoid 

distractions such as phones while riding.
• Be especially mindful of younger children, 

families, and older adults who may not hear 
riders approaching.

A few extra moments of courtesy and awareness help 
ensure that everyone can enjoy a safe trip to and from 
school. 

Thank you for partnering with us to keep our 
McGarvey community safe!

What's for Lunch?

Click the FRESH logo to link to 
EGUSD’s breakfast and lunch 

menus ☺

WE’RE HIRING!
Looking for a full-time job working with children with 
special needs? Want to earn vacation time & benefits?

McGarvey has para-educator positions available on all 
tracks – including traditional (in our new TK/K Level 3 
classes) and modified traditional (in our new Preschool 
Levels 2, 3, and 4 classes).

Complete your application on EdJoin, then call Linda at 
McGarvey and let her know!

PARAEDUCATOR II – Eligibility Pool (Special Ed.)
• Year-Round Calendar @ McGarvey
• $19.26-$22.55/hour

PARAEDUCATOR III – Eligibility Pool (Special Ed.)
• Traditional or Modified Traditional Calendar
• $20.96-$24.54/hour

SUBSTITUTE PARADEUCATOR II, III & IV – Eligibility 
Pool (Special Ed.)

Lots of other jobs are available in EGUSD.
Click here for more info!

https://egusdschoolmeals.com/index.php?sid=1594664583893&page=menus
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/JobPosting/2199514
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/JobPosting/2199525
https://www.edjoin.org/Home/JobPosting/2245440
https://www.edjoin.org/egusd
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