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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

On November 8, 2022, California voters approved Proposition 28: The Arts and
Music in Schools (AMS) Funding Guarantee and Accountability Act. The measure
required the state to establish a new, ongoing program supporting arts
instruction in schools beginning in 2023-24.

The legislation allocates 1 percent of the kindergarten through grade twelve
(K=12) portion of the Proposition 98 funding guarantee provided in the prior fiscal
year, excluding funding appropriated for the AMS education program. Local
educational agencies (LEAs) with 500 or more students are required to ensure
that atf least 80 percent of AMS funds to be expended are used to employ
certificated or classified employees to provide arts education program
instruction. The remaining funds must be used for fraining, supplies and
materials, and arts educational partnership programs, with no more than 1
percent of funds received to be used for an LEA’s administrative expenses. The
full text of the statute is available here: Chapter 5.1 of Part 6 of Division 1 of Title 1

of the California Education Coder? (EC)Section 8820 et seq.

The annual report includes the number of full-time equivalent teachers, classified
personnel, and teaching aides paid for with Prop 28 funds. Additionally, the
number of pupils served and school sites providing arts education programs with

AMS funds are included. The annual report must be approved by the board each
year.

RECOMMENDATION:
Recommend Approval
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=1.&chapter=5.1.&part=6.&lawCode=EDC&title=1.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=1.&chapter=5.1.&part=6.&lawCode=EDC&title=1.

Proposition 28: Arts and Music in Schools Funding
Annual Report
Fiscal Year 2025-26

Name: |Willows Unified
County-District-School (CDS) Code: |1162661-OOOOOOO
Allocation Years: 2023-24, 2024-25, 2025-26

1. Narrative description of the Proposition 28 arts education programs funded (2500 character limit).

During the 2025— 26 school year, Willows Unified School District utilized Proposition 28 funding to strengthen and enhance existing arts and music education programs
across the district. Funds were invested in improving the quality of music instruction and student access to arts education through the purchase and maintenance of
instructional equipment and materials. The district repaired existing band instruments to ensure students had access to functional, high-quality equipment for instruction and
performance. Additional investments included the purchase of keyboards to expand music learning opportunities and support instruction in music theory, composition, and
performance. The district also purchased sheet music and other instructional materials to enhance the music curriculum and provide students with access to a broader range
of musical experiences. In addition to investing in equipment and materials, the district sought to expand arts instruction through staffing. During the 2025— 26 school year,
Willows Unified attempted to hire a full-time certificated art teacher to increase student access to visual arts instruction. The position was advertised through EdJoin and other
recruitment efforts; however, the district was unable to identify and hire a qualified candidate. The district was successful in hiring an art teacher for the 2026-27 who will
provide services shared between Willows Intermediate School and Murdock Elementary School, expanding visual arts opportunities for students at both sites.

2. Number of full-time equivalent teachers (certificated) providing arts O
education programs with Arts and Music in Schools (AMS) funds

3. Number of full-time equivalent personnel (classified) providing arts O
education programs with AMS funds

4. Number of full-time equivalent teaching aides providing arts education O
programs with AMS funds
5. Number of students served with AMS funds 1373

6. Number of school sites providing arts education programs with AMS funds 3

Date of Approval by Governing Board/Body 6_25_26

Annual Report Data URL (direct PDF link to document on local educational agency website)

https://www.willowsunified.org/Departments/State-and-Federal-Programs/index.html

California Department of Education, January 2026
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