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Who Needs 
Money for 
College?



We Will 
Learn…

The Financial Aid Process

Types of Financial Aid

When and How to Apply

Special Programs

The Application

Questions & Discussion



It All Starts with the FAFSA or the CADAA
US Citizen or Eligible Non- Citizen 

• NO SSN or DACA SSN
• TPS Status, U Visa
• AB540 Status 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing


When to 
Apply?...

• You begin applying Oct. 1, 2025

• The Cal Grant deadline is March 2, 2026 

• Applying for the 2026-2027

• You must reapply each year! 
• Oct. 1st – March 2nd 



Parents



What Can I Do Now: 
Create Federal Student Aid ID 

FSA ID 

www.studentaid.gov

Every Contributor will 
need to create an account

Student and Parent(s)

Will be used to log in to 
the FAFSA

Will be used to submit the 
FAFSA

Need Email and Phone 
Number

No sharing! 

You will verify both!

Need SSN and DOB 
MUST USE NAME ON SSN 

CARD 

Contributors without a 
Social Security number 
will be able to create an 

account

www.studentaid.gov

studentaid.gov account 
Help: 

(800) 433-3243 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/


FSA ID Account
Security 





Studentaid.gov 
account Step 

By Step 



Calculating Financial 
Need…

FAFSA and CADAA ask questions in two areas…

1. College Plans- To determine your total cost of attendance (COA) 

2. Financial Situation- To determine how much your family can 
afford to pay for your education (SAI)

COA-SAI= Financial Need 

The difference is your financial need!



Cost of Attendance – COA 

The college’s total cost of attendance

(based on estimates)              

• Tuition/Fees

• Housing

• Books

• Food

• Transportation

• Personal Expenses

• There are many ways to cut down the total COA!



Direct Costs VS. Indirect Costs 

Direct Costs 
• Tuition

• Campus Specific Fees

Indirect Costs 
• Housing 

• Books and Supplies

• Transportation

• Food

• Personal Expenses



Student Aid Index

• Used to determine eligibility for federal financial 
aid based on what is on your FAFSA form

• SAI formula may result in a student receiving a 
negative SAI (-$1500)



Determining Financial Need Examples…

Consumes River 
College *

Sacramento State** UC Davis** University of the 
Pacific **

COA - $20, 344 $33,326 $46,764 $81,799

SAI -$4,000 $4,000 $4,000 $4,000

= Financial Need $16,344 $29,326 $42,764 $77,799

* Annual cost of attendance is an estimate and includes fees, books, supplies, living expenses, etc.

** Based on living on campus



Types of Financial Aid 



Where Does the Money Come From?



Cal Grants 

• Complete a FAFSA or CADAA by

 March 2, 2026

• High Schools are required to submit 
GPA’s Fall of senior year

• Cal Grant eligibility is based on 
financial need and GPA

• Cal Grants can only be used a 
California Colleges/Universities 



ABC’s of Cal Grant 

Cal Grant A 4- Year College 3.0 GPA
Middle Income

Pays Tuition 
CSU: $6,450
UC: $14,934
Up to $9,358 at Private 
Colleges 

Cal Grant B CC or 4- Year College 2.0 GPA
Low Income

Pays Tuition + living 
expense stipend
1st year- $1648
2nd year- tuition +$1648
3rd year- tuition + $1648
4th year- tuition +$1648

Cal Grant C CC or Vocational College No Set GPA CC: $1094 Program 
Materials 
VC:$3009 ($2462 
tuition/fees; $547 books 
and supplies) 





Cal Grant 
lncome 
Ceilings

2026-2027



Middle Class 
Scholarship 

• Students enrolled at UC or CSU whose family's 
income and assets exceed Cal Grant income ceilings.

• Includes families whose income and assets up to 
$250,000

• Award amount varies by student and college and is 
based on

• COA of College 

• SAI

• Student available resources – financial aid 
offered 



Chaffee Grant 

• $5000 for Foster Youth

• Each year for 5 years! 

• CA College or Trade/Vocational School

• Must be:

• Current or former foster youth who was a 
ward of the court OR

• Living in out of home foster care between 
the ages of 16-18 years old

• Be younger than 26 years old

• Be enrolled in college at least half time

• Passing your classes



Managing Your Cal Grant and MCS 

www.mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov

http://www.mygrantinfo.csac.ca.gov/


CalKIDS Scholarship

State funded scholarship program administered by the ScholarShare 
Investment Board, an Agency of the State of California

• Began during 2021-2022 academic year

• Created to help families kickstart their child’s savings plan and increase college and career 
training access

• Every child born on after July 1, 2022:  $25-$100

• Low-income public-school students: Students in grades 1-12 who meet specific eligibility 
criteria.

• $500 automatic deposit into CalKIDS account

• $500 additional deposit into a CalKIDS account for eligible students identified as a foster youth

• $500 additional deposit into a CalKIDS account for eligible students identified as homeless

*Financial incentives are established by the ScholarShare Investment Board  and are subject to change



Check Eligibility First…calkids.org

SSID= State Student Identifier
Found on Student’s Transcript 



Enter in SSID…. If Eligible Register Account



Federal Grants 

Grant Award 

Pell Grant Up to $7,395

FSEOG Grant (Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant) Up to $ 4,000

TEACH Grant Up to $4,000

*Federal grants can be used at any accredited institution in the country! 



Federal Work Study 

• Students offered between $2,000-$5,000 
a year through work study

• Part- time job ( on/off campus)

• Flexible

• Just like a regular job: student works and 
gets a paycheck

• Can have a work study job and a non-
work-study job

• Can decline work study 



Federal Student Loans 

Student Loans

• Subsidized- Government 
pays the interest

• Unsubsidized- student 
pays the interest

Parent Plus Loans

• Parent(s) borrow on 
behalf of a dependent 
student

• Application process

• Based on credit score

• Can get denied  



Federal Student Loans 

Types of Loans Amount Interest Rate

Federal Direct Subsidized  Loan Year 1: Up to  $5,500
Year 2: Up to $6,500
Year ¾: Up to $7,500

6.39%

Federal Direct Unsubsidized 
Loan

6.39%

Parent Plus Loan Up to the total cost of 
attendance 

8.94%

Student loans generally offer low interest rates

No payment is required while the student is enrolled in college

Six-to-nine-month grace period prior to repayment 



Scholarships! Scholarships! Scholarships! 
Students DO NOT receive scholarships through the FAFSA or CADAA

HOWEVER,… some scholarships may require that a student complete the 
FAFSA or CADAA to apply 



Scholarship Search Engines…



After You Submit… FAFSA Submission Summary 
(FSS)  and CAR 

• Student receives a FAFSA 
Submission Summary (FSS) or 
CalSAR

• Student review your FSS  or 
CalSAR for errors

• Make FSS corrections at 
www.studentaid.gov

• Make CalSAR corrections at 
www.dream.csac.ca.gov

• Student receive a California Aid 
Report (CAR)

• Student review your CAR for 
errors

• Make CAR corrections at 
www.calgrants.org

http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://www.dream.csac.ca.gov/
http://www.calgrants.org/


Show Me 
the 

MONEY! 
Financial 

Aid Award 
Notice 

Colleges will determine financial aid eligibility 

Every college you are admitted to will provide an 
award notice

You may be offered a combination of awards

Students have the final say in accepting and 
rejecting awards

Award notices will be posted on student’s college 
portals

Students should use award information to make 
college attendance decisions 



Sample Award Notice…

A student attending a 4- year university and planning to live on campus 

COA: $33,326

-SAI: $4,000

=Need: $29,326

Cal Grant A $6,450 Accept or Decline 

Federal Pell Grant $5000 Accept or Decline 

Federal Work study $3,000 Accept or Decline 

Subsidized Loan $3,500 Accept or Decline 

Unsubsidized Loan $2,000 Accept or Decline 

Parent Plus Loan $9,376_______________________ Accept or Decline 

$29,326



The Application
Student Section:  
1. Student Identity Information
2. Student Personal Circumstances
3. Invite Parent to the FAFSA
4. Student Demographics
5. Student Financials: Student Consent 

for Direct Data Exchange with the IRS 

6. College Selection 
7. Student Review Page  
8. Student Signature 



1. Student 
Identity 

Information 

Student Name

Contact Information

Social Security Number (FAFSA ONLY)

Residency Status

Student Provides Consent for Direct Data Exchange 
with the IRS even if they did not file taxes

Educational Goal: College and Career Plans



2. Student 
Personal 

Circumstances 

Dependent Or  
Independent 



3.Student 
invites Parent 
to FAFSA Form

 

NEED:

• Parent Personal 
Email Address 



4. Student 
Demographics 

Gender

Race and Ethnicity 

Citizenship Status

Parent Education Status

High School

High School Completion Status  



5. Student 
Financials

Consent to Direct Data 
Exchange with the IRS 

Tax information – 2024 Tax 
Return

Assets

Total of Cash, Checking and 
Savings 



6. College  
Selection

•Can List up to 20 
Colleges and 
Universities

College List



7. Student 
Review Page 

Personal Identifiers

Personal Circumstances

Student Demographics

Review Student Financials

Student Colleges 

List of Contributors Invited 



8. Student Sign 
and Submit 

Acknowledges Terms and 
Conditions 

Student Signs  

Completes Student Section 



The Application
Contributor Section:  
1. Parent will receive an email 

invitation
2. Parent Logs in with FSA ID 
3. Parent Identity Information 
4. Parent Consent for Direct Data 

Exchange 
5. Parent Demographics 
6. Parent Financials
7. Parent Review Page 
8. Parent Signature 



5.Parent 
Demographics 

 

Marital Status 

Date of Marriage

Date of Divorce

Date of Separation

Date of loss

Social Security Numbers

Family Size 

Residency 



6.Parent 
Financials

IRS Tax Information – Class of 2026 use income from 2024 Tax 
Return to include tax filing status 

All Contributors MUST consent to have tax information 
transferred even if didn’t file 2024 taxes

If Consent is not granted FAFSA will be incomplete and ineligible 
for federal financial aid 

Few exceptions will allow for manual entry

Total of cash, checking, savings etc.

Investments, real estate (don’t count home you live in)

Businesses, farms, etc. 

Federal Benefits Received 

Number in College 



FAFSA/ CADAA is 
Complete When…

• Student Completes Student 
Section

• Contributor Completes 
Contributor Section

• Provide Consent for Direct Data 
Exchange with IRS 

• Submit FAFSA /Submit CADAA



Who Are My Parents: 
Contributors?

• Special Circumstances must be addressed with financial 
aid office of the school the student plans to attend…ASAP

Parents Income Reported 

Parent are married Report both parent income

Parents are divorced Report the parent who provided the 
most financial support

Parents remarried Report the parent who provided the 
most financial support AND the 
stepparent

Parent live together BUT are not 
married 

Report both parent income



Who Are NOT My Parents: Contributors…



Unusual  
Circumstances

When a student is unable to provide parent 
information

Student can submit their FAFSA and will be given 
provisional independent status

College Financial Aid Offices determine the outcome 
of the unusual circumstances

ONLY the Financial Aid Office at the student's college 
of attendance can offer a dependency override

Legal documentation requires in most cases



Special 
Programs:

California 
Community 
Colleges 

California Promise Grant- based on income 
and pays for tuition

California Promise Program- Not based on 
income and pays for tuition

• Free tuition for 2 years

• Must complete FAFSA/CADAA by March 2nd

deadline

• Must take 12 units but can take up to 15 units

• Must be first time enrolled in college

• * Most CCC waive fees but not all

EOP&S – Extended Opportunity Programs 
and Services 



Los Rios Promise 
Program: 



Special 
Programs:

California 
State 
University 

Education Opportunity 
Program (EOP) awards 
up to $2,000

State University Grants, 
intended to cover fees if 
you don’t get a Cal Grant



Special 
Programs:

University of 
California

UC Blue and Gold Opportunity

Pays tuition and fees if family 
income is $80,000 or less

Most CA residents will qualify 
for Cal Grant first 



Tips and Tricks 
for Applying…

Complete the 
2026-2027 FAFSA 

or CADAA

Report up to 20 
college and 
universities

Report CA 
college/university 

first

Students and 
parents will be 

using 2024 taxes

Consent to Direct 
Data Exchange 

with IRS

Print 
Confirmation 

Page 



Cash for College 
Workshops 

• Beginning October 2025

• Statewide

• In person and virtual workshops 
offering assistance to students and 
families in completing the FAFSA or 
CADAA

• Financial aid professionals/expert will 
be available to answer questions

https://www.cash4college.csac.ca.gov/

https://www.cash4college.csac.ca.gov/


Cash For 
College 

Workshop 

Franklin High School 

When: Dec. 12, 2025

Where: Virtual

Time: 6:00-8:00pm



Cash for 
College in 
EGUSD 

School Date Time 

Monterey Trail HS Oct. 22, 2025 6-8pm In Person

Valley HS Oct. 29, 2025 6-8pm In Person

Florin HS Nov. 6, 2025 6-8pm In Person

Laguna Creek HS Nov. 12, 2025 6-8pm Virtual

Cosumnes Oaks HS Nov. 13, 2025 6-8pm Virtual

Calvine HS Nov. 19, 2025 6-8pm In person

Franklin HS Dec. 4, 2025 6-8pm Virtual

Pleasant Grove HS Dec. 10, 2025 6-8pm In Person

Sheldon HS Jan. 15, 2026 6-8pm In Person

Elk Grove HS Jan. 29, 2025 6-8pm In Person



Cash For 
College 

Workshops 
2025-2026



CSS Financial Aid 
Profile 

• CSS Financial Aid Profile AKA “The Profile” 

• Online application 

• www.collegeboard.org

• Primarily completed by students applying to 
private schools

• Used by certain colleges and scholarship 
programs to award institutional aid 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/


Stay Connected 

Leila Vera 

lvera@scoe.net

SacramentoCalSOAP

mailto:lvera@scoe.net
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