Woodland Joint Unified School District

Educational Services
SECONDARY COURSE PROPOSAL

SCHOOL: Woodland High DEPARTMENT: Elective

SCHOOL(S) WHERE COURSE WILL BE OFFERED: DMS LMS PHS x CCHS x WHS X
COURSE TITLE: Chicano Studies

Proposed abbreviation (max 15 characters) Chicano Studies

New course
x Revision or reinstatement of existing course. Existing course# SA510Y
Change of Title Only (Do not complete course description.)

List former title and course #

Replaces course(s) entitled (include course#):

Dual Enroliment

x Ethnic Studies (If this course is intended to fulfill the Ethnic Studies requirement, you will need to complete and attach the
Ethnic Studies Correlation form  Link )

Length of course: Semester x Year Grade range 9-12

Credits per course 10 Academic Course: Academic College Prep? Yes
Pre-requisite: No Pre-requisite course title and course#:
Can course be repeated? Yes If yes, how many times? 1 Repeat for credit?Yes

M Orozco/Marin/Jensen

Individual Submitting Course Proposal: Position: Administrator

Primary Subject Area Credit:  Electives Secondary Subject Area Credit:
(Must select one)

State Course Code Number: SAS10Y

Meets UC/CSU Requirements for: A-
For Career and Technical Education

History/Social Science

) courses:
B- English CTE Advisory Approval
C - Mathematics Pathway:
D - Lab Science
E -World Language Introductory Concentrator
F -Visual/Performing Arts Gapstone

x G - Electives CCAT Approval Date  11/19/2025
Pending
For CARE Use Only:

Course Code.: gA510Y

Board Approved  12/11/2025
Entered into AERIES 12/16/2025



Woodland Joint Unified School District

Educational Services
SECONDARY COURSE PROPOSAL

I. Which LCAP Goal does this course address? Explain how. Il. What type of teaching credential is needed?

Chicano Studies addresses all four LCAP goals as Ethnic Any
Studies courses prepare students for college and/or career,

increase student achievement, support English Learners,

and provide youth voice and engagement.

I1l. State the rationale for this course proposal based on academic content standards. Include data that supports the need for
this course.

This is a course revision to align with WJUSD's Ethnic Studies Resolution 3515.

IV. Write a narrative description of the course for the Course Catalog (5-8 sentences).

Chicano Studies is a survey course that explores the history and experiences of Chicano/Mexican-American people
from pre-colonial times to the present. Students will examine key historical events and their connections to cultural,
religious, gender, educational, social, political, and economic issues. The course analyzes how colonization, migration,
and the fight for civil rights have shaped Chicano identity and community development. It also considers the impact of
Spanish and European colonization on Indigenous peoples and the growth of the western United States. Through
discussions of race, ethnicity, and social class, students will explore how these factors influence social behavior and
self-identity among Mexican descendants. Aligned with California State Social Studies Standards and WJUSD Ethnic
Studies requirements/resolution 3515, this course promotes critical consciousness using the Ethnic Studies Tenets and
the Community and Cultural Wealth framework.

V. Method(s) of evaluating student achievement on the essential assignments. (Tests, work projects and products, and
performances)

See outline attached.

VL. In developing this course, how did you include student voice and gather student input? (Attach evidence of student
feedback/input)

Survey guestions:

Which school do you attend?

After reviewing the course outline for the revised Chicano Studies course, how interesting does this course sound?
Which topic(s) were you most interested in, or which would be most useful?

Is there anything you'd like to see/learn that we missed in revising this course? (explain below)

What questions did we forget to ask you? Is there any other feedback you'd like to give us?

See results attached.
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Woodland Joint Unified School District

Educational Services
SECONDARY COURSE PROPOSAL

All required attachments included?
x Evidence of student input Administrative Assistant Ed Services Signature:
x Course outline
x Sample syllabus Man/en Cund
x Ethnic Studies Correlation
(if course is planned to fulfill Ethnic Studies graduation requirement)

Course Title:

Dept. Chair Approval(s)  Felicia Wilson Date:  11/07/2025
Dept. Chair Approval(s) jauwr Ma/in Date: 11/10/2025
Principal Approval Gerald. Saldido jl’ Date:  11/10/2025
Principal Approval Aida Buelna Date:  11/10/2025

Counselor verifies that course title matches with UC System title

Counselor Approval Amy M alister Date:  11/09/2025

Counselor Approval Y fissn Ron Fervande S IO

Modified or Special Education Courses Only

Director of Special Education Approval Date:

Equity and Access Review for Ethnic Studies Alignment

Director of Equity and Access Approval Mana 0/‘0260 Date:  11/10/2025

College and Career verifies that all course components and required documentation included

Director of College and Career Approval  £oficia Wilson Date:  11/13/2025

Final Approval

Assistant Superintendent Approval 6majg éwrgro Date: 11/17/2025
Board Approval
WJUSD Board President Approval Date: 12/16/2025
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CORRELATION TO THE ETHNIC STUDIES STANDARDS

In WIUSD, Ethnic Studies is the critical and interdisciplinary study of race, ethnicity and indigeneity within and beyond
the United States. Our Pre-K to 12t grade curriculum must encompass multiple points of view that reflect the diversity of
all of our students including race, ethnicity, sexuality, ability, gender, class etc., with a focus on the experiences and
perspectives of people of color. Through our Pre-K to 12th grade course work, students will be supported to develop and
utilize a critical lens to see the world and their role as an active citizen in a global society.

For courses to satisfy the Ethnic Studies Graduation Requirement, the four Ethnic Studies Standards must be
addressed (at a minimum). To propose that your course meet the requirement, please identify how the new/revised
course covers the four Ethnic Studies Standards. Use specific examples of course content, including names of
readings, individuals to be studied, writing assignments, etc.

Criteria from the Ethnic
Studies Standards

Description of course content that addresses the standard

1. Be centered on the
experiences of historically
marginalized communities

in Unit 1, "Roots of Chicano Studies," teachers will facilitate an exploration
of the historical origins and contemporary issues in Chicano Studies.
Through the essential question, “to what extent is the Chicana/o cultural
and community valued in U.S. society?” students will examine various
marginalized communities within the Chicano community through an
analysis that illustrates the presence of injustices within power structures as
they impact the Chicano/a community. By centering various marginalized
communities within the Chicano community, students will be able to identify
and make connections to contemporary experiences and issues faced by
marginalized communities today, both within the Latinx community and
beyond.

2. Critically examine concepts
such as race, class, gender,
and sexuality in relation to
power, political systems, social
structures, and social justice
movements.

In Unit 9, The Chicano Movement, teachers will facilitate a comprehensive
examination of the Chicano Movement. Students will examine critical
concepts, such as race, class, gender, and sexuality in relation to power,
political systems, social structures, and social justice through the guiding
principles and issues from the Chicano movement. By critically examining
these concepts during the Chicano Movement, students will develop their
critical consciousness and apply problem-solving solutions to contemporary
issues.

3. Require students to
engage in critical and
meaningful dialogue that leads
to an understanding of self
and society and the
connections between the two.

In Unit 7, Mi Familia, students will explore their lived experiences through
their own community's cultural wealth. By researching, creating, and
presenting their family history, students wili gain a deeper understanding of
their identity and cultural roots while acquiring more knowledge of their own
interconnectedness with the larger Chicanx community. By exploring how
historical events have influenced their own ancestors, they will acquire a
more holistic perception of the effects of these events on Chicanx people as
a whole, as well as how they have affected the diverse communities of the
United States as a whole.

4. Empower students to
advocate and become agents
of social transformation by
developing a multicultural
perspective and the skills and
knowledge that address the
needs of the individual,

In Unit 10: Contemporary Issues in Chicanx Communities, students will
examine topics that affect their own communities and families. They will
examine case studies of Chicanx leaders and activists who have been at
the forefront of contemporary efforts to culturally and politically empower
Chicanx communities. They will analyze ways in which the Chicanx
community has reaped the rewards of the Chicanx movement, and how the
struggle for economic and cultural self-determination has continued to the




community, and the world.

present day. Students will also engage with other topics that affect the
Chicanx community, such as immigration laws, labor, gender, class, and
identity issues.




2@ Survey Overview

e Schools surveyed: Pioneer High, Woodland High, Cache Creek High
e Total responses: 107

e Rating scale: 1 (not interesting) — 5 (very interesting)

Overall Course Interest

Rating % of Summary
Responses
5 — Very interesting ~30% Many students are highly engaged and recommend

the class to peers.

4 — Quite interesting  ~35% Most students find the topics meaningful and
culturally relevant.

3 — Moderately ~25% Some interest, though a few want more contemporary
interesting or hands-on material.

2or1-—Less ~10% A small group felt less connected or unsure about the
interesting content.

Average interest rating: =3.9/5

= Most Popular & Useful Topics
Students frequently selected the following themes:

1. Chicano Studies — most common topic overall
2. Mexican Revolution

3. Chicano Movement

4. Indigenous Societies

5. Spanish Contact/Invasion

6. Chicano Experience (identity, culture, and lived experiences)



7. Connecting curriculum to “Mi familia” and local Woodland/Yolo County history

8. Zoot Suits and Loss of Aztlan

Emerging interests:

e Current issues affecting Chicanx and Mexican communities (e.g., |CE raids, immigration,
discrimination)

e Religion, LGBTQ+ Chicano leaders, and contemporary social justice topics

e More local and personal connections (students’ families, community history)

; Suggestions for Improvement
Common requests included:

e Add modern relevance: Explore current challenges faced by Chicano and Latino
communities.

e More hands-on activities: Students from Woodland High especially asked for
interactive lessons or projects.

e Expand on cultural identity and ancestry: Interest in deeper Indigenous and
ancestral history.

e Religion and spirituality in Chicano culture.

e Continue connecting lessons to lived experience and community.

¢ General Feedback

e The vast majority of comments were positive:
o “This class is really great and I'd recommend it to my friends.”
o “Marin is the best Chicano Studies teacher ever.”

o “l love this class — the teacher is so nice.”



e Students appreciate representation and relevance: seeing their own culture, history,
and families reflected in the curriculum.

e Minimal negative feedback; most “no,” “none,” or “N/A” responses indicate satisfaction
with the course content.

# Key Takeaways
e Students value Chicano Studies and see it as a meaningful, empowering class.
e To deepen engagement, consider:
o Including contemporary Chicanx issues and activism
o Interactive or community-based learning

o Integrating religion, identity, and intersectionality






Chicano Studies
Pioneer/Woodland High School
2025-26

l |
Instructor:
Office Hours: By Appointment
Oftice Phone:
Email:

Books:

The Mexican American Heritage, Jimenez, Carlos M.
Chicano Movement for Beginners, Maceo Montoya
Mexican-American Heritage (Carlos Jiminez) (pdf)

Our Sacred Maiz is our Mother (Cinitli Rodriguez) (pdf)
Street Life (Victor Rios)

Across A Hundred Mountains (Reyna Grande)

Justification. description of the course, and objectives:

Chicano Studies is one of many valuable topics that supports ethnic studies. This course has been designed as a
survey course of the Chicano/Mexican-American people prior to the Spanish colonization of the Americas up to the
present time. This class will provide students an overview of the historical events around the Chicano people in
connection to the cultural. religion. gender, educational, social, political. and economical issues. We will also
examine how historical events impact geographical migration, immigration and the strive for civil rights. This
course will also examine the “contributions” made by the Spanish/Europeans on the Indigenous people and its
impact with the development of the western United States. Students will examine how race, ethnicity and social
class influences the social behavior and self-identity of the Mexican descendants and how this is reflected by the
demographics and inequities of our community. This course will address multiple California State Social Standards
for Social Studies and also meet WJUSD Ethnic Studies Requirement under Board Resolution #35-15" to provide a
balanced and quality education that exposes students to cultures and crucial understanding of the students rich
histories and contributions from the culture of their own communities”. Finally, in order to support students in
developing and practicing their critical consciousness, our class will apply the Ethnic Studies Tenets and
Community and Cultural Wealth framework to the Chicano/a concepts, people and events studied in class.

Weeks Agenda, Unit, and Themes

3 Weeks Unit 1: Roots of Chicano Studies

3 Weeks Unit 2: Indigenous Societies

3 Weeks Unit 3: La Conquista

3 Weeks Unit 4: Loss of Aztlan

3 Weeks Unit 5: Mexican Revolution, Part I
3 Weeks Unit 6: Mexican Revolution, Part I1
5 Weeks Unit 7: Mi Familia

2 Weeks Unit 8; Zoot Suit

4 Weeks Unit 9: The Chicano Movement




Chicano Studies
Pioneer/Woodland High School
2025-26

Unit 10: Contemporary Issues in Chicanx Communities

Materials for the class:

Students must bring the following to class:

1.3 Ring Binder and Line Paper used for Note taking, Interactive Writing, and Notes.
2. Folder- (to keep Handouts, Supplemental Reading Materials, etc).

3. Writing utensils, Highlighters, an open mind and a strong desire to learn as a team.
4. An open mind and a strong desire to learn as a team.

Successful completion of this course depends on a strong commitment to fully complete

assignments, full and positive participation, satisfactory attendance, and a asset based mindset.
Essential Learning Assignments and Assessments:

e All tasks and the agenda of the day will be written on the board and/or on google slides.

® The student is expected to transfer agenda and assignments to their own personal notebook with
Quick Writes.

® Assignments will be picked up or stamped on the due date for full completion points.

® Students should always be prepared to discuss assignments.

e Ifastudent does not complete an assignment in class, they are required to complete it
the following day.

e Itis imperative that you look at your child's planner/notebook to monitor assignments and due
dates. CHECK Aeries Portal or Canvas for access to assignments.

® Tests will be given upon completion of a Chapter or Unit.

e Late Work; Late work will not be accepted for full credit. Points will be deducted.

® Make-up work: Make-up work for homework/tests will be accepted only if the student has a valid
excused absence. You will have an allotted time to make up assignments or tests at the discretion
of the teacher. Make up test must be done before school, or during lunch.

CLASS RULES:

1. Respect
I will participate positively and appropriately in all class activities.

Respect for others

[ will stay focused on the task without disturbing or distracting others, INCLUDING CELL PHONES.
I will not use *put downs* or harass others.

I will respect other people's differences and opinions.

I'will raise my hand to speak.

[ will go in and out of the room quietly.

2. Integrity
Don't cheat, copy and be honest.

3. Compliance
Follow instructions; no talking, especially when the teacher is speaking, and always remain seated unless directed



Chicano Studies
Pioneer/Woodland High School
2025-26

to do so.

4. Clean Environment

Full compliance with the WHS Dress Code (No hats, slippers, drapes, excessive skin exposure,

Inappropriate attire, etc.), NO graffiti and always pick yourself up. NO Food or Drinks in class.

5. Responsibility

Be responsible for your actions (especially cell phones and electronic devices). If your cell phone is visible, it is
considered in USE. It will be confiscated and sent to the Administration.

Detention will be issued at the teacher's discretion based on graduated sanctions.
Step 1-Student Warning.
Step 2-Teacher/Student Conference/Detention.
Step 3: Student-Parent-Teacher Conference.
Step 4: In-class contract.
Once you are at Step 4, you will stay at Step 4.

Procedures

Start of class Respectfully and immediately go to your assigned seat, take out your notebook. write the agenda
and start on the warmup or assignments of the day. Sharpen your pencil before the Bell rings. When the bell rings,
you should be working on the assignment. If you are NOT in your assigned seat when the bell rings, you are
considered late.

At the_end of class, check your desk for any papers or trash.

The bell does not close class and students do not dismiss class. I'm going to dismiss the class.

Grading: Grading will be done by accumulating points based on class work/homework, Tests/quizzes, projects,
and other assignments.

90 - 100% A Classwork/Homework +/- 40%

80- 89% B Projects +/-30%

70- 79% C Test/Quiz +/-30%

60 - 69% D

0- 59% F
I, , and agree to uphold the standards

and behaviors as listed above.

Student Signature/ Date Parent/Guardian Signature/Date
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