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What to Expect in 2021
 No overall or domain scaled scores or A–F ratings. All districts and campuses labeled 

Not Rated: Declared State of Disaster.

 All data will be report only. 

 Raw component scores will be displayed.

 Raw domain scores will not be displayed. 

 No School Progress, Part A or Closing the Gaps: Academic Growth data

 CCMR indicators updated

 CTE coherent sequence and military enlistment removed

 STAAR components may include accelerated testers’ results pending USDE response.

 Closing the Gaps federal graduation rate methodology includes growth toward target 
(Jan 2020 amendment).
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A word to the wise … 
(from the TEA’s Friday, March 5th Performance Reporting Email)

2021 Assessment Results

Districts should exercise caution when using 2021 assessment outcomes for 

evaluating or planning purposes. Assessment data from 2021 should be used in 

conjunction with other, more stable data points and local data that documents 

the impact of COVID-19 on instruction.

Performance Reporting will not publish a 2021 A–F Estimator. The impact of 

COVID-19 will vary greatly among districts and campuses, and the scaling set in 2018 

may not appropriately account for variations in 2021 outcomes.



HB 3906 Assessment Updates



Overview of Assessment Changes
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Near-Term 
STAAR Redesign 

(by 2022-23)

1

2

3

4

Moves toward electronic administration of all assessments by 2022-23 

Caps multiple choice questions at 75% of test by 2022-23

Eliminates standalone 4 and 7 writing and assesses new ELAR TEKS 

Prioritize cross-curricular content integration for RLA passages

Long-Term 
STAAR Redesign
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Allows assessments to be administered in multiple parts over multiple days

Creates integrated formative assessment pilot program

Other House Bill 
3906 Assessment 

Changes
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Ensures availability of optional interim assessments

Creates educator advisory committee and continues technical advisory 

Permits use of calculator applications



High level timeline of STAAR Redesign
Pending legislative session

2020-2021 2021-2022

Transition 
to online

• Transition to Online Assessments 
Feasibility Study

Full implementation of 
STAAR Redesign
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1 • Training and resources to support 
districts transitioning online

2022-2023
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Transition to Online Assessments
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Among other benefits, online assessments enable faster 
results and new, innovative item types

Faster test scores and results Reduced operational 
complexity and waste
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Matches realities of today’s
online learning classrooms

Potential for new item types to better
assess students and positively impact 
instruction

Better test security and
improved administration

More equitable access to
accommodations



…But does not include 
STAAR Alternate 2 assessments

Given the unique needs of students, the STAAR 
Alternate 2 assessment should be permitted to be
administered in the format that is most
appropriate for participating students.

This includes all STAAR assessments…
grades 3–8 assessments
EOC assessments
Spanish assessments
accommodated assessments

What does it mean for testing to be 100% online?

Most students who need accommodations already test online because of online accommodations such as content
and language supports, text-to-speech, speech-to-text, spelling assistance, American sign language videos, and 
refreshable braille.

However, the very small number of students (<1%) with circumstances that prevent them from testing online (e.g., 
visual impairments) will continue to test on paper.
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NOTE: 70% of states currently have 100% electronic testing for their primary state assessments.



A two-year transition will allow educators and students time to 
increase familiarity and comfort with online testing

TEA:
• Continue to provide training for districts and educators
• Continue to provide practice tests, tutorials, and other tools (e.g., STAAR Interim Assessments) for

students to practice interacting with the online testing platform

ESCs:
• Provide PD opportunities for educators to learn more about online testing and gain familiarity with the 

online testing platform

Districts:
• Continue to move towards digital literacy goals and connect the transition to online assessments to other

technology initiatives
• Provide PD and other opportunities to increase digital literacy and fluency among educators and students

and to increase familiarity with the online testing platform

Remote learning during COVID-19 has already increased educator and student familiarity with online platforms
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High level timeline of STAAR Redesign
Pending legislative session

2022-2023

• Training and resources to support 
districts transitioning online

2020-2021 2021-2022

Transition 
to online

• Transition to Online Assessments 
Feasibility Study

Legislative action 
required

Full implementation of 
STAAR Redesign

New item 
types

• Educator focus groups
• Cognitive labs to study how students 

interact with proposed item types
• Sample new item types

• Stand-alone field testing
• Continued educator engagement
• Blueprints and more sample new 

item types within online platform
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New Item Types to Meet 75% Multiple-Choice Cap
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TEA is working closely with educators to determine
new item types

So far, over 550 educators have participated in focus groups related to
the new item types

92% of educators agree that the new item types allow students to
better demonstrate their knowledge.

90% of educators agree that the new item types will provide useful
information about student performance.

80%+ of educators agree that new item types will impact 
instructional planning.
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TEA has been working closely with educators to determine new item types
Item Types Under Consideration

Multipart (EBSR) - Student provides a response and a justification
for the response.
Multiselect - Student must select more than one correct response

Constructed response - Student provides a written response (e.g., one or
more sentences, an equation, or a mathematical expression)
Drag and drop - Student selects and drags text or an object to a
different location
Hot spot - Student selects one or more areas of a graphic image

Inline choice - Student chooses from a drop-down list of options

Text entry - Student enters a numeric quantity, a word, or a phrase

Highlight text - Student highlights text from a given passage

Sliders (bar graph) - Student moves bars on a graph to show correct
quantities
Graphing – Student plots a function on a coordinate grid using a dynamic
tool

SCI RDG SS

SCI RDGMATH SS

SCI RDGMATH SS

SCIMATH SS

SCIMATH SS

MATH SS

SCI RDGMATH

RDG SS

MATH

MATH
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Multipart Items (Evidence-based Selected Response)

Science Grade 8 Social Studies G8

Which evidence from the excerpt 
supports the answer to Part A?

Which statement provides evidence for 
the answer to Part A?



Multiselect Items

Reading U.S. History
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TEA | STAAR Redesign Update



Short Constructed Response Items

The annual migration attracts visitors to the island and helps boost the
local economy

- Paragraph 7: “Also it is a way for the remote island to attract visitors”
- “Many tourists travel to Christmas Island to witness the red crab 
migration, boosting the local economy”

The red crab migration ensures the survival of the species
-Paragraph 6: “Then the tiny crabs travel to the forest where they will 
grow into adulthood and take part in the next migration”

Reading



Drag and Drop
Social Studies Grade 8 Mathematics Grade 3
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Hot Spot
Mathematics Grade 8 Science Grade 5
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Inline Choice Items
Social Studies US History

Social Studies Grade 8

30



Algebra I
Text Entry Items
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Science Grade 8



Highlight Text Items
Social Studies US History
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Sliders (Bar Graph) Items
Mathematics Grade 5
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Graphing Items
Algebra I
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High level timeline of STAAR Redesign
Pending legislative session

2022-2023

• Training and resources to support 
districts transitioning online

2020-2021 2021-2022

Transition 
to online

• Transition to Online Assessments 
Feasibility Study

Legislative action 
required

Full implementation of 
STAAR Redesign

New item 
types

• Educator focus groups
• Cognitive labs to study how students 

interact with proposed item types
• Sample new item types

• Stand-alone field testing
• Continued educator engagement
• Blueprints and more sample new 

item types within online platform

Writing in 
RLA

• Multiple choice writing items field-
tested in Spring RLA tests at all grade 
levels

• G4 and G7 Writing eliminated
• Continue field-testing multiple-

choice writing items in RLA tests
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Eliminating Stand-Alone Writing and Assessing New ELAR TEKS
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Assessing Writing as Part of Reading

House Bill 3906 eliminates standalone
grades 4 and 7 writing in 2021-2022.

The revised reading language arts TEKS 
emphasize the importance of 
integrating reading, writing, listening 
and speaking.

Federal government requires Texas to 
assess the breadth of the RLA TEKS.

As part of the STAAR redesign (to be
implemented in 2022-2023), the
reading assessments are being 
redesigned with educator input to 
best assess the new TEKS, include 
writing in all grades, and support 
strong instruction.
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Prior Practice: Assessing Writing Without Reading

The current 4 & 7th grade writing
tests ask students to write in 
response to a standalone
prompt, without being asked to 
read any passages.

Here is an example:

*Grade 4 STAAR assessment, 2019
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Students will now be asked to write in response to 
information they have read.

In this example, students
read a single literary
excerpt and respond to this 
prompt using evidence 
from the text to support 
their responses.

*Grade 8 Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP), 2016
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High level timeline of STAAR Redesign
Pending legislative session

2022-2023

• Training and resources to support 
districts transitioning online

2020-2021 2021-2022

Transition 
to online

• Transition to Online Assessments 
Feasibility Study

Legislative action 
required

Full implementation of 
STAAR Redesign

New item 
types

• Educator focus groups
• Cognitive labs to study how students 

interact with proposed item types
• Sample new item types

• Stand-alone field testing
• Continued educator engagement
• Blueprints and more sample new 

item types within online platform

Writing in 
RLA

• Multiple choice writing items field-
tested in Spring RLA tests at all grade 
levels

• G4 and G7 Writing eliminated
• Continue field-testing multiple-

choice writing items in RLA tests

Cross-
curricular 
passages

• Develop and identify informational 
texts that include cross-curricular 
content covered in other subjects

• Increased number of informational 
texts will have cross-curricular links
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Cross-Curricular Content Integration for RLA passages
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Why does cross-curricular passage content
matter?

• Evidence indicates students with 
knowledge of the subject matter
have higher levels of
comprehension than students
with lower levels of subject 
matter knowledge.

• Since subject matter knowledge is 
covered in the TEKS for other
subjects, and all students are
taught the TEKS, ensuring STAAR
passages have content aligned to
the TEKS for other subjects 
ensures a level playing field when 
assessing comprehension.

Source: Recht, D. & Leslie, L. “Effect of Prior Knowledge
on Good and Poor Readers Memory of Text.” (1998) 
Journal of Educational Psychology, Vol. 80, No. 1, 16-20

High reading ability & high knowledge 86%

Low reading ability & high knowledge 81%

High reading ability & low knowledge 53%

Low reading ability & low knowledge 43%

Measure of Comprehension
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Linking informational passages to content area TEKS

Reading assessments will continue to include informational passages 
and literary passages.
 An informational text presents information to explain, clarify, and/or educate.

These texts can clearly link to subjects such as science and social studies.

 A literary text is generally recognized as having artistic value and the purpose of 
entertaining the reader (e.g., prose fiction, drama, poetry, and literary nonfiction). 
These texts might reflect topics covered in other subject areas.

By the spring 2024 administration, 100% of information texts included 
in STAAR Reading & English EOC will be based on cross-curricular 
content covered in other TEKS subjects.

36



Grade 4 Reading Passage Example, Linked to Science TEKS
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Certain K-4 Science Topics 
from the TEKS

Sample K-4 Science 
Vocabulary Taken 

from the TEKS
 observing the life cycles of animals 

(SE 1.10.D)
 investigating the unique stages that 

insects undergo (SE 2.10.C)
 Investigating how plants and animals

undergo a series of changes (SE 
3.10.B)

 exploring, illustrating, and comparing 
life cycles (SE 4.10.C)

 cycle
 environment
 habitat
 investigate
 life cycle
 organism
 pattern
 system



Cross-curricular passages will be phased in

over previous year. have a cross-curricular link.

Spring 2021
Informational passages with
cross-curricular links will be
introduced.

Spring 2023
The number of passages with 
cross-curricular links will increase
over previous year.
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2020 Spring 2022 Spring 2024
Informational passages are The number of passages with 100% of informational selections
identified or developed. cross-curricular links will increase on the grades 3-EOC STAAR will



BranDe Merriman
Performance & Planning 
Director for Accountability and 
Assessment
bmerri@neisd.net
Office: 210-407-0049
Cell: 830-391-1939
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