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1. Definitions

Personal electronic devices include, but are not limited to:

¢ Smartphones and cell phones

¢ Smartwatches with communication capability
¢ Earbuds and headphones

e Tablets or similar personal devices

¢ Recording devices (e.g., Meta glasses)

2. Standard: “Off and Away”

“Off and away” means:
¢ Device is powered off, on silent, or in “Do Not Disturb” mode
e Device is not visible or accessible to the student

¢ Device is stored in a backpack or designated location as directed by staff5
3. Applicability
This regulation applies:

¢ On campus, including before school, passing periods, recess, and lunch

¢ During school-sponsored activities

¢ Under the supervision and control of district staff

4. Elementary and K-8 Expectations

Grades TK- 6 (Elementary)

¢ Students may bring devices to school for safety purposes; however, the district strongly discourages bringing
personal electronic devices to school.

¢ Devices must remain off and away for the entire school day (“bell-to-bell” or “gate-to-gate”), including:

o Before school

o Instructional time
o Recess

o Lunch

¢ No student use is permitted during the school day unless:

o Explicitly authorized by staff for instructional purposes

o Required by an IEP, Section 504 Plan, or documented medical need

e Earbuds, headphones, and smartwatches must also remain off and stored.
Grades 7-8 (Middle School)

¢ Devices must remain off and away for the entire school day (“bell-to-bell” or “gate-to-gate”), including:
o Passing periods



o Lunch

e Use is permitted only:

o With staff authorization for instructional purposes

o With administrative approval when appropriate

e Earbuds, headphones, and smartwatches must remain off and stored unless authorized.
5. Secondary Expectations (Grades 9-12)

¢ Devices must be off and away during instructional time.

e Use may be permitted:

o Before school
o Passing periods
o During lunch

¢ Teachers may authorize use for instructional purposes when:

o Clearly aligned to instructional objectives
o Structured and time-bound

o Actively monitored and supervised
6. Classroom Expectations
¢ Students shall place devices in designated storage systems or keep them off and away as directed by staff.
¢ Devices may only be used when:
o Authorized by the teacher
o Used for instructional purposes

7. Permitted Use / Exceptions

Students may use personal electronic devices only when:

¢ Explicitly authorized by school staff for instructional purposes
* Required for a documented IEP, Section 504 Plan, or medical need

¢ Approved by administration for an emergency or extenuating circumstance

The school office remains the primary point of contact for urgent communication between families and students.
Communication between students and home needs to go through the office

8. Prohibited Conduct

Students shall not:

¢ Use devices in violation of “off and away” expectations

¢ Record, photograph, or audio capture individuals without consent
e Use wearable recording devices without authorization

¢ Use devices for academic dishonesty

¢ Engage in bullying, harassment, or inappropriate communication

e Use devices in restrooms, locker rooms, or private areas



e Access inappropriate content

¢ Disrupt the learning environment

9. Staff Authority and Response to Misuse

Staff may:

¢ Direct devices to be put away
e Redirect students to comply with expectations
e Require devices to be relinquished
e Confiscate devices for the remainder of the class period or school day
e Refer repeated misuse to administration
Schools may implement progressive responses to repeated misuse, including:
Device held by staff until end of class or end of day
Device transferred to the office until dismissal
Parent/guardian notification and required retrieval

Parent/student/device-use agreements

oA e

Documentation in Aeries or other district systems
All responses shall be:

e Consistent with district discipline policies
¢ Developmentally appropriate

¢ Focused on correcting behavior and maintaining a safe learning environment
10. Handling, Storage, and Care of Devices

When a device is taken from a student:

o Staff shall exercise reasonable care in handling the device
* The device may be held by staff or transferred to a secure and locked location
® Access shall be limited to authorized personnel

¢ Site administrators may establish procedures for:

o Storage
o Documentation
o Logging devices in and out

o Return of devices

Placing a confiscated device on top of or inside an unlocked desk or cabinet is not considered a properly secured

location.

The district is not responsible for loss, theft, or damage except in cases of gross negligence.

11. Search of Devices

Personal electronic devices shall not be searched except in accordance with law and district policy.

12. Privacy and Safety

Students shall not use devices to violate the privacy, safety, or rights of others.



Students shall not:

¢ Record or photograph others without permission
¢ Use devices in restrooms, locker rooms, or other private areas

e Use devices in a manner that disrupts school operations or compromises safety
13. Emergency Procedures

¢ Students must follow all staff directions during emergencies.
® Personal devices may not be used unless directed by staff.
¢ Students may contact families through the office or with staff permission.

¢ Families should contact the school office for urgent communication.
14. Access and Equity
Schools shall ensure:

¢ Students have access to necessary instructional technology

¢ Alternatives are provided when personal devices are not available

15. Site Implementation

Schools may implement site-specific systems aligned with this regulation, including:

¢ Gate-to-gate restrictions

¢ Classroom phone storage systems
e Designated phone-free zones

e Office-based procedures

e Structured collection procedures

» Device-use agreements

16. Communication and Review

¢ This policy and regulation shall be communicated annually to students and families.

¢ The policy shall be included in student and parent handbooks.

¢ Schools may reinforce expectations throughout the school year.

¢ The district shall review and update this policy and regulation at least every five years in accordance with state

law.
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