
PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
School Safety

January 23, 2026
Via Zoom & In-Person 

8:30AM-9:30 AM

Join our Zoom in Person at:

Cedar Lane School Readiness
 w/ Veronica Lepe
 841 Cedar Lane

Ella School Readiness
 w/ Maria Cabrera
 4850 Olivehurst Ave

Olivehurst School Readiness
 w/ Lulu Vaca
 1788 McGowan Pkwy



GUEST SPEAKER
School Resource Officer (SRO), Deputy Rocco

SRO Deputy LaRueMJUSD Partners with Yuba County Sheriff’s 
Department to provide (2) School Resource 
Officers to keep our schools and students safe!













SRO Deputy Rocco
Deputy Rocco has been in law 
enforcement for 14 years and with the 
Yuba County Sheriff’s Department 
since 2018.

She is with the Crisis Negotiations 
Team for Yuba County Sheriff’s 
Department.



MJUSD TOP PRIORITY:   STUDENT SAFETY : LETTER TO PARENTS
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 “SOFT” LOCKDOWN
A soft lockdown is typically called when there is a potential concern in 
the surrounding area, but not a direct threat to the school building or 
classroom itself. Here are some examples:

● Car chase in the nearby area, or a disruptive/angy individual in the 
front office.

● Another school site closeby might have a safety concern nearby



What happens when schools go into a “SOFT” LOCKDOWN?
● ALL students are brought indoors immediately. 
● Exterior doors REMAIN locked. No one is allowed to enter or 

leave the building until Law Enforcement determines it is safe to 
do so. 

● Teachers receive district messages through CATAPULT to 
update on situation. 

● Teachers continue to teach, but continue to monitor directives 
from District Safety Staff



What if I need to pick up my child in the event of a “SOFT” 
LOCKDOWN?
The GOAL is to maintain a secure, controlled environment by restricting 
campus access until local authorities provide an official “all-clear.” 
Teachers are directed:

● To KEEP DOORS locked and secure. This means teachers are NOT 
allowed to excuse students until we are given permission by local law 
enforcement and/or District Office.

● Teachers will NOT be able to accept students arriving late to school, if 
a lockdown is in place. 



TIMELY NOTIFICATION TO PARENTS–SAFETY FIRST PRIORITY 

● The District will notify families as soon as it is 
safe and possible to do so. 

● Notifications are also listed on our District 
website at www.mjusd.com

● Make sure you have the correct phone number 
on file to receive text messages from our District.

http://www.mjusd.com


During a “SOFT” 
LOCKDOWN, the staff 
will display a sign on 
the classroom door or 
gate to inform parents 
who may be arriving 
and/or haven’t received 
communication from 
the District’s 
notification. 



“HARD” LOCKDOWN 
A hard lockdown is called when there is an immediate or direct threat 
to the school or someone nearby who may pose a danger. This 
includes:

● A report of an individual with a weapon near campus or an 
immediate specific threat directed at the school. 



What happens when school go into a “HARD” LOCKDOWN?

● All staff and students are secure in a locked building or classroom 
waiting for an update on Catapult of the threat. 

● Doors are barricaded 
● Teachers account for students. 
● District continues to update staff as they receive information from law 

enforcement. 
● Students are not allowed out on campus. Students will not be released to 

parents. 



What happens when schools going into a “HARD” LOCKDOWN FOR 
AN ACTIVE ASSAILANT? 

MJUSD follows the A.L.I.C.E. protocol:

ALERT:  Staff are alerted through loudspeakers in the classroom or outside area.

LOCKDOWN: Staff immediately bring the students indoors and lock all doors, windows. Barricade doors and go 
into a safe place within the classroom. 

INFORM: Staff are updated of the situation through our emergency messaging and alert system, CATAPULT. 
Staff can also send messages to School and District Personnel during an emergency. Students are accounted for 
and our office staff is notified of all students present and those who did not come to school today via EMAIL.

COUNTER: If the suspect gains entry into the classroom, STAFF will try their best to stop the suspect from 
causing any harm; i.e. throwing items, to district the intruder to get students to safety. 

EVACUATE:  All school sites have an evacuation area to move to if possible during an active threat. This location 
is shared only with staff. MJUSD buses will load the students and take them to our REUNIFICATION 
LOCATION where parents can pick up their children. 



SCHOOL SAFETY PROCEDURES  

POSTERS OF PROCEDURES  ARE 
LOCATED IN EACH CLASSROOM 
FOR GUIDANCE



TWO LOCKDOWN DRILLS 
YEAR HELP US TO ACT 
QUICKLY IN AN EMERGENCY

Local Law Enforcement and 
District Staff participate in 
the drills to look for any 
procedures we need to 
improve. 



ZACH PLESS, Director of Safety Coordinates all Safety for MJUSD



DISTRICT STAFF, SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATORS AND 
SOME SUPPORT STAFF 
HAVE “SAFETY JACKETS” TO 
FOR EASY IDENTIFICATION. 

These staff will be helping 
other sites if needed during 
an emergency if needed. 

Giselle F. s
ends out 

messaging on 

Catapult in
 the event 

of an emergency





ANONYMOUS 
REPORTING
LOCATED ON ALL 
SCHOOL  WEBSITES

Anyone can report a 
concern anonymously and 
staff are alerted through our 
Catapult System



https://www.yuba.gov/departments/sheriff-coroner/reporting_a_cr
ime.php

TO REPORT A 
CRIME WITH 
YUBA COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S 
DEPARTMENT, 
CLICK ON 
YELLOW LINK 
AND IT WILL TAKE 
TO THEIR 
WEBPAGE.

https://www.yuba.gov/departments/sheriff-coroner/reporting_a_crime.php
https://www.yuba.gov/departments/sheriff-coroner/reporting_a_crime.php


ALL DOORS REMAIN 
LOCKED IN PRESCHOOL 

CLASSROOMS.

LOCKBLOCKS ARE USED 
WHEN WE NEED TO KEEP 
THE DOOR “UNLOCKED” 
FOR PARENT DROP OFF

*The lockblock allows us to secure the 
classroom by pulling the door shut 

without going outside to lock the door.  



WINDOW TINTING IS ON ALL CLASSROOM WINDOWS

WINDOW 
TINTING 
ALLOWS FOR 
THE STAFF 
OUTSIDE BUT 
PERMITS 
OTHERS FROM 
INSIDE



DISTRICT RADIOS IN ALL CLASSROOMS
ALL preschool 
classrooms have 
District radios to 
reach District 
Administrators in the 
event of an emergency 
and they are unable to 
make contact by 
phone. 



EMERGENCY 
BOOKLETS IN EVERY 
ROOM WITH 
IMPORTANT NUMBERS, 
PROCEDURES  & 
EMERGENCY BAGS



If interested in taking any Conscious Discipline Videos listed below, 
please call (530) 749-6165 or email jcritchfield@mjusd.com

mailto:jcritchfield@mjusd.com


Click on Community Resources



How do I find out about services in our community? Visit 
our website at www.mjusd.com
 

http://www.mjusd.com


FOR QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, SUGGESTIONS….don’t hesitate to call 
or email me! 
jcritchfield@mjusd.com

530-749-6162

mailto:jcritchfield@mjusd.com

