4/5 Summer Letter - SY '26-'27

Rocky Mountain School of Expeditionary Learning
1700 South Holly Street

Denver, CO 80222

303-759-2076

303-757-7442 (fax)

June 2026

Hello 4" and 5" Grade Families!

We hope you're having an incredible summer spending time with family and friends. We can't wait to hear the
stories of family adventures and all the fun times had with friends. We are so excited for this fall when the 4/5
crews will be together for the first time! We wanted to share some information with you now so that you know
what is around the corner, as summer always flies by. Expect to find out more closer to August as the details
get settled.

Fall Crew Trip Dates: September 21-25, 2026

As you are getting ready for the new school year, we wanted to let you get to know us a little bit.

From Enya:
This will be my sixth year at RMSEL, and | couldn’t be more excited! | grew up in Colorado Springs and

graduated in 2021 with a degree in Inclusive Elementary Education. During my college years, | was fortunate to
engage in multiple internships across both urban and rural areas of Colorado, including a CDE-endorsed
immersive experience focused on rural education. Outside of the classroom, | spent summers at Camp Chief
Ouray, leading backpacking trips and weeklong excursions with children of all ages through the YMCA of the
Rockies. Additionally, I've worked closely with the unhoused population in the Denver metro area, an
experience that deepened my understanding of resilience, humanity, and compassion. Since joining RMSEL,
I've grown tremendously, not only as an educator but also as a lifelong learner. | hold close to my heart the
belief that everyone carries a unique light within them, and sharing that light only makes our crew community
shine brighter. My co-teacher Haley and | work hard to create a space that is grounded in clear expectations,
deep connections, and opportunities for students to apply their learning to real-world experiences. We believe
in nurturing compassionate learners who are discovering not just what they know, but who they are. This year,
I'll be teaching Literacy to our 4th and 5th grade students and co-leading Expedition with Haley. I'm thrilled to
continue this journey with our incredible crew!

From Haley:
| am so excited to be back at RMSEL for my third year of teaching. | grew up in Wilmington, NC and went to

college at Appalachian State University. | graduated with a degree in elementary education in December of
2021and moved straight to rural Alaska where | taught 1st, then 5th grade. This experience built my foundation
of being an educator by putting me in many different situations with students of all backgrounds, families, and
levels. This past year at RMSEL was so much fun and | can’t wait to take on yet another group of awesome 4th
graders. | am extremely grateful to my teammate Enya for believing in me and helping me succeed at this
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amazing school. | teach 4th and 5th-grade students math and will continue to collaborate with Enya to make
this a rewarding year for your students.

Both crew leaders will hold scheduled classroom visits on August 7th, 2026, for 4th and 5th graders to get to
know their new crew leader before the start of the school year and swap stories about the summer. This will be
a time to bring in school supplies, meet or reconnect with your Crew Leader, and prepare for the school year!
We are excited to have students see their new classroom, bring a few special items to share, and learn about
what inspires each student. RMSEL and Expeditionary Learning highly value deep connections between
teachers, students, and their families. We believe that powerful learning starts with powerful relationships. We
look forward to this time with your child; please look for more specific information in your email regarding days
and times as we get closer to August.

Included with this letter you'll find a School Supply List and a Summer Learning Plan. Please read the summer
learning plan, as there are summer readings that will help support your child for our first few Expeditions

(the only summer required homework is reading the assigned chapter books, everything other learning
opportunity outlined in the plan is optional to stretch your brain). You're welcome to send any classroom
supplies on the first day of school or bring them during the classroom visit, should you choose to attend. Thank
you in advance for your generosity! Please feel free to adjust the list to meet your needs. Itis not necessary to
provide everything on the list, but we do appreciate any supplies that you can contribute.

Email is the best way to get in touch over the summer, although we plan to spend time away from technology -
so, it may take us some time to respond! You can reach Enya at ebrass@rmsel.org and Haley at

hbolduc@rmsel.org . Enjoy the summer, and we are so thrilled to start our school year together in August!

Enya and Haley


mailto:ebrass@rmsel.org
mailto:hbolduc@rmsel.org
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Individual Supplies

(those that will kept and used by each

student)

3-inch D-ring Binder with Clear Cover
Insert (white)

5th Grade Only — 1inch D-Ring
Binder with Clear Cover Insert (white)

CASE-IT Mighty Zip Tab Zipper
Binder

Pencil Pouch (Fits in a 3-ring binder)

2 Spiral Lined Notebooks

5th Grade Only — One pack of 5 tab
dividers

Personal Plug-in Headphones

1 pack of erasers

Rocky Mountain School of Expeditionary Learning

4% and 5% Grade Crew Supply List

Group Supplies
(those that will be used by ALL
students)

100 Clear Plastic Page Protectors

A pack of highlighters of any color

2 packages of 24 pencils

3 large boxes of Kleenex/Tissue

2 Package Dry Erase (Expo) Markers
4+

2 large Clorox/Disinfecting wipes for
surfaces

1 pack of ballpoint pens (blue or black)
1 pack of fine-point sharpies (black)

1 pack of Notecards

1 pack colored pencils

1 pack markers: fat, medium, or thin

1 Stack of sticky tabs (small tabs for
annotating)

1700 South Holly Street
Denver, CO 80222
303-759-2076
303-757-7442 (fax)

Supplies for Michelle (Partner
Classroom)

Eucerin Lotion (5-6 bottles total) for
Clay

Ticonderoga Pencils

Clorox Wipes (can share from our
group supplies)

Tissues (can share from our group
supplies)

White Cardstock

Gallon and Sandwich Ziplock

Bandaids

My Summer Plan to be Prepared for 4th or 5th Grade

After teaching 4th and 5th grade for multiple years, we have mastered the preparation cycle for entering 4th or 5th grade. This being

said, we have created a “Summer Plan” to get you as prepared for 4th and 5th grade as possible. Obviously, please go and enjoy your

summer break, but these are some great tools and benchmarks for you to be able to see some of the skills that will be helpful for the

beginning of your 4th and 5th grade year. If you get to some of these and you find that your child is unable to complete it, itis not a

problem at all. We will continue working on these skills throughout the year!
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Upcoming 4th Graders

Subject Title

Skills Required

Link to Resource (as needed)

Expedition

Required Summer Reading:
Blood on the River: JamesTown, 1607 by
Elisa Carbone

***This leveled book is required for
summer reading to provide background on
our first expedition regarding the 13
Colonies and Exploration or Early
American History.

Amazon Paperback Link

Optional: Create a Food Chain
***Go outside to a park, lake, or other
outdoor area and notice the things around
you. Make inferences on how they are
connected and create a Food Web/Chain
by drawing and writing.

Video with explanation

Literacy

Optional: Informative Essay
***Using a topic sentence, 3-5 supporting
details and a concluding sentence, write
an informative piece on the following
prompt:

- If you had one month in school to
work on a passion project, what
passion project would you want
to work on? How would you
divide your time to work on this
project? Why did you choose this
project?

Optional: Spelling
*** Using the resources linked, pick a list
that is challenging for you (but not too
challenging) and learn that units words.

Math

Optional: Multiplication Skills
***Basic 1digit by 1digit multiplication
facts using numbers 1-12

Multiplication Resource

Optional: Addition and Subtraction Skills
***Three digit by 2 and 1digit subtraction
and addition skills using standard
algorithms and showing your work.

Addition and Subtraction Resource

Crew Trips/Field Work/Fitness

Optional: Crew Trips

Swimming Lessons in Denver



https://www.amazon.com/Blood-River-James-Town-1607/dp/0142409324/ref=pd_ybh_a_d_sccl_34/139-0261926-5073572?pd_rd_w=Owszu&content-id=amzn1.sym.67f8cf21-ade4-4299-b433-69e404eeecf1&pf_rd_p=67f8cf21-ade4-4299-b433-69e404eeecf1&pf_rd_r=096W2QBCC4ZR169QBT3K&pd_rd_wg=Ad7mt&pd_rd_r=5ee3eef4-1e91-4719-9046-1eb5851ecd69&pd_rd_i=0142409324&psc=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvU9ryEW4vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zltk_eo9p90
https://www.odessar7.net/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/5277cbc63e196/4th%20grade%20spelling%20list%20new%20page.pdf
https://math-drills.com/multiplication.php
https://www.k5learning.com/free-math-worksheets/math-drills/mixed-4-operations/add-subtract-3-digits
https://denverymca.org/swimlessons
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***Students will be rafting this Fall, so
exposure to water this summer is vital.
Students should be able to swim 2 laps in
a pool and tread water for 1 minute
without touching the floor of the
swimming pool.

***Students will be doing adventure biking
days and should be able to ride a bike
without training wheels.

PedalHeads Bike Camps

Optional: Fitness
***Students should be able to walk/run
one mile in under 20 minutes.

Optional: Fieldwork/Behaviors
***Students should be able to pack their
own sleeping bag and duffle bag for Crew
Trips.

****Students should be able to adhere to
rules of an organization or a local area with
little to no assistance from adults.

General Crew and Specialists

Optional: Typing
***Students should have proficiency in
typing paragraphs and familiarity using
Google Classroom and other Online
Resources.

Classroom Zen Typin
Typing Tests

Optional: Conflict Management
***Students should be able to resolve
conflict by speaking to one another,
advocating for their needs before they
become a problem, and stepping away as
needed.

Optional: Initiative and Perseverance
Mindset

***Students should take initiative and
become accountable for their own
learning by keeping track of their own
belongings, emailing teachers when
questions arise, and holding each other
and themselves accountable.

Portfolio

REQUIRED: Character Letter
***Students will need a total of 2 (one from 4th

Character Letter Template



https://pedalheads.com/en/bike?utm_term=bike%20classes%20near%20me&utm_campaign=G_Search_NonBrand_Bike_USA_CO_All&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&hsa_acc=3891153763&hsa_cam=23508149970&hsa_grp=193910146073&hsa_ad=795126769586&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-295190978340&hsa_kw=bike%20classes%20near%20me&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23508149970&gbraid=0AAAAADnnjxweZV46Dz9She5ZtUaUNhUjd&gclid=CjwKCAjw1tLOBhAMEiwAiPkRHqPgjrgBzB27F1e6YdS_pkDgvvBMBJp9dCOZMSrSpRgS8r-OMfMvBxoCIPQQAvD_BwE
https://classroomzen.com/
https://www.typing.com/student/tests
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eshYFpoeY313-zPn6ixyswaloMm0DVinxxfrg8xnsZs/edit?usp=sharing
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grade and one from 5th grade) character Due November 14th
letters written on their behalf.

REQUIRED: Service Project rvice Project Templ
***Students will need 10 hours of an outside
service project completed for the 25-26 school Due February 2nd

year. This will need to be documented through
a picture or a brochure.
This can be started over the summer!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K8SbvGDKhsNU94XADF9boUXhPiLUT754c_9mZtiwNGE/edit?usp=sharing
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Upcoming 5th Graders

Subject Title

Skills Required

Link to Resource (as needed)

Expedition

Required Summer Reading:
Blood on the River: JamesTown, 1607
and
Poison in the Colony: JamesTown 1622 by
Elisa Carbone

***These leveled books are required for
summer reading to provide background on
our first expedition regarding the 13
Colonies and Exploration or Early
American History.

Amazon Paperback Link

Amazon Paperback Link

Optional: Create a Food Chain
***Go outside to a park, lake, or other
outdoor area and notice the things around
you. Make inferences on how they are
connected and create a Food Web/Chain
by drawing and writing.

Video with explanation

Literacy

Optional: Informative Essay
***|n a typed or handwritten (blue
handwriting) 3 paragraphs (Using a topic
sentence, 3-5 supporting details and a
concluding sentence for each paragraph)
write an informative piece on the following
prompt:

- If you had one month in school to
work on a passion project, what
passion project would you want
to work on? How would you
divide your time to work on this
project? Why did you choose this
project?

How to write an informative essay video

Optional: Spelling
*** Using the resources linked, pick a list
that is challenging for you (but not too
challenging) and learn that units words.

5th Grade Spelling Lists

Math

Optional: Multiplication
***Proficiency in solving basic, single digit,
two digit and up to three digit
multiplication problems while using the

Multiplication Practice



https://www.amazon.com/Blood-River-James-Town-1607/dp/0142409324/ref=pd_ybh_a_d_sccl_34/139-0261926-5073572?pd_rd_w=Owszu&content-id=amzn1.sym.67f8cf21-ade4-4299-b433-69e404eeecf1&pf_rd_p=67f8cf21-ade4-4299-b433-69e404eeecf1&pf_rd_r=096W2QBCC4ZR169QBT3K&pd_rd_wg=Ad7mt&pd_rd_r=5ee3eef4-1e91-4719-9046-1eb5851ecd69&pd_rd_i=0142409324&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Poison-Colony-James-Town-1622/dp/0425291855/ref=pd_bxgy_d_sccl_1/139-0261926-5073572?pd_rd_w=DCZZF&content-id=amzn1.sym.4e8180d8-1c12-4df8-af99-b6dc78fc0026&pf_rd_p=4e8180d8-1c12-4df8-af99-b6dc78fc0026&pf_rd_r=R5966G1C7BD34PZ5JW70&pd_rd_wg=Sh05m&pd_rd_r=742643be-2b4e-4b20-967e-2d56568c7e6b&pd_rd_i=0425291855&psc=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KvU9ryEW4vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zltk_eo9p90
https://schools.scsk12.org/cms/lib/TN50000520/Centricity/Domain/128/5th_Grade_Summer_Enrichment_Activity_Part_2.pdf
https://math-drills.com/multiplication2/multiplication_long_no_tseparator_0301_001.php
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standard algorithm.

Optional: Division Division Practice
***Ability to divide 1and 2 digit numbers
by 1digit numbers.
Crew Trips/Field Work/Fitness Optional: Crew Trips Swimming Lessons in Denver

***Students will be rafting this Fall and
sailing this spring, so exposure to water this
summer is vital.

Students should be able to swim 4 laps in a
pool and tread water for 2 minutes without
touching the floor of the swimming pool.

Optional: Fitness
***Students should be able to walk/run
one mile in under 15 minutes.

Optional: Fieldwork/Behaviors
***Students should be able to pack their
own sleeping bag and duffle bag for Crew
Trips.

***Students should be able to adhere to
rules of an organization or a local area with
little to no assistance from adults.

General Crew and Specialists Optional: Typing Classroom Zen Typing
***Students should have proficiency in Typing Tests

typing multiple paragraphs using their
whole hand and familiarity using Google
Classroom and other Online Resources.

Optional: Conflict Management
***Students should be able to resolve
conflict by speaking to one another in an
empathetic and understanding tone,
advocating for their needs before they
become a problem, and stepping away as
needed.

Optional: Initiative and Perseverance
Mindset

***Students should take initiative and
become accountable leaders for their own
and other’s learning by keeping track of
their own belongings, emailing teachers
when questions arise, and holding each
other and themselves accountable.



https://www.k5learning.com/free-math-worksheets/fourth-grade-4/long-division/single-digit-division-no-remainder
https://denverymca.org/swimlessons
https://classroomzen.com/
https://www.typing.com/student/tests
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Portfolio

REQUIRED: Character Letter
***Students will need a total of 2 (one
from 4th grade and one from 5th grade)
character letters written on their behalf.

Character Letter Template

Due November 14th

REQUIRED: Service Project
***Students will need 10 hours of an
outside service project completed for the
25-26 school year. This will need to be
documented through a picture or a
brochure.

This can be started over the summer!

Service Project Template

Due February 2nd

Fun Summer Activities for All

4th grade families: Get a free museum

pass!

Sailing Camp through LAMI

Overnight Summer Program

O
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0]



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eshYFpoeY313-zPn6ixyswaloMm0DVinxxfrg8xnsZs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1K8SbvGDKhsNU94XADF9boUXhPiLUT754c_9mZtiwNGE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.historycolorado.org/historybuff
https://www.historycolorado.org/historybuff
https://lamitopsail.org/seacamp/
https://campchiefouray.org/
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm
https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm
https://avid4.com/
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Office-of-Childrens-Affairs/ProgramsInitiatives/MYDenverCard

