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Purpose of EY Supplementary Guide
Planning and preparation for the Expedition Yellowstone trip primarily follows Nuts & Bolts of Your Expedition to Yellowstone provided by Yellowstone National Park (YNP). School-specific requirements and forms are included in this manual as a supplement to the designated timelines and forms in the YNP teaching guide. It is expected that both Nuts & Bolts and this supplemental Expedition Yellowstone Handbook are followed as directed in each document. Regular communication with the superintendent and student families throughout the planning process must be included. Refer to the timeline of communicating with YNP and families in Nuts & Bolts. Lesson plans to prepare and follow up on EY content are provided in the Expedition Yellowstone Curriculum Guide and online supplements.

[bookmark: _TOC_250003]Fact Sheet
Expedition Yellowstone for GGS 6th-Grade Students
Purpose: For students to identify the natural and cultural resources of Yellowstone National Park, investigate current issues affecting the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, and promote stewardship and preservation of ecosystems worldwide within a context that recognizes and supports the unique opportunities residencies provide for relationship-building and personal growth.

Outcomes: Typical program outcomes include:
· content gains in science, social studies, and creative expression
· increased tolerance and appreciation of peers
· bonding with teachers and other positive adult role models
· greater confidence and independence
· an enduring appreciation and commitment to parks and other wild lands.


Outcome Attainment: Through field investigations, hikes, creative dramatics, journal writing, and group discussions, students learn about the park's natural and cultural resources. Students understand Yellowstone in a way most time-limited visitors never do. National Park Service Education Specialists work with teachers to tailor a program that best meets each group's educational goals. The highly-skilled and experienced ranger/educators lead classroom and field sessions and oversee safety and logistics.

Lessons pre-taught during the school year in preparation for this experience: The sixth-grade science curriculum is based on Earth Science. In addition to Gallatin Gateway School’s curriculum, the Park Service’s curriculum consists of 69 lessons
organized into four units, including pre-visit, in-park activities, and post-visit. All lessons fully support the Montana Education Standards. The social studies and ELA teachers partner in providing IEFA instruction to write Campfire Legends for the final night of the trip.

Location: The historic Lamar Buffalo Ranch in the Lamar Valley or Yellowstone Conservation Corps Dormitory near Mammoth Hot Springs.
Trip Organization: The sixth-grade teacher and superintendent plan and schedule the trip. Interested parent volunteers should complete an application and the needed volunteers will be chosen. Volunteer numbers are limited and only a predetermined number of chosen adults will attend.
This field trip learning experience is NOT REQUIRED for students’ attendance; however, school attendance is required or the student will receive an absence for each day. Alternative assignments will be offered at GGS for students not to attend this week-long experience to allow them to learn the necessary academic science content.
Trip Expenses:
The school pays for up to two GGS staff to attend (as needed)
Lodging expenses for the children and volunteers are $160.00 per person Families divide the cost of meal expenses

Trip Resources:
Donations collected by parents for meal donations (for example, hamburgers, spaghetti sauce, noodles, snacks, etc.)
Volunteer drivers donate fuel and vehicle expenses. A tax donation form will be provided.

Parent Meeting: There will be a mandatory parent meeting during Open House. This is to answer questions and provide more detailed information. We will cover items to pack, weather, lessons, behavior expectations, volunteer expectations, etc. All required forms will be distributed for parent completion.

Planning for Expedition Yellowstone Parent Meeting

There will be a mandatory parent meeting, on August,	pm to discuss the upcoming field trip. This will entail general information, paperwork, fundraising/cost, chaperones, meal prep and to answer any questions you may have in preparation for the experience.

The Expedition Yellowstone program is designed to promote the conservation of our natural resources, explore the scientific connections within this diverse ecosystem, and enjoy the educational opportunities of the Park. Students will investigate current issues affecting the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, emphasizing learning through direct experience in the outdoors. The field trip is scheduled for 	

Please contact me at 	or 	@gallaingatewayschool.com if you have inquiries about the upcoming meeting or trip.

Teacher Signature

GGS: Expedition Yellowstone Family Information*

When and where will the camp be held?

Gallatin Gateway School 6th grade students will stay at 	for the week of 	. Students and Supervisors will leave the school on
	and remain until 	afternoon.

What is the purpose of Expedition Yellowstone?

This program is designed to promote conservation of our natural resources. Students will investigate current issues affecting the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Emphasis is on learning through direct experience in the outdoors.

What arrangements have been made for supervision?

Adequate supervision has been obtained and these people will attend camp with the students. This, along with the student’s understanding of established rules of conduct, should ensure well-behaved children. ANY STUDENTS VIOLATING RULES WILL BE SENT HOME IMMEDIATELY!!! Parents will be required to pick up their student from Yellowstone in this event.

What about emergencies (injuries, etc.)?

A car is available at all times for potential emergencies which might arise in camp. We will have access to a phone, and while limited, we will be able to reach parents in case of emergency.

See Packing List for Items to Bring to EY

ARTICLES STUDENTS MAY NOT TO TAKE TO CAMP:

· Matches	- Radios
· Hatchet	- Music Players
· Hunting knives	- Video games
· Guns of any kind	- Cell Phones or Phone Watches
· Money	- Any electronic devices of any kind
· Pocket knife
· Blow dryers
· Curling irons



How much will it cost to send each child to camp?

$40/ night	* 4 nights	$160	-


Food
$40/ student	$40.00



Total cost per student	$200.00


Family Volunteers
Here is where we need parent support:


· Fundraising Help
· Planning, Arranging, Purchasing Meals
· Preparing and Organizing the Gear (such as paper towels, bleach, soap)
· Review behavior expectations with your child

[bookmark: _TOC_250002]Student Forms and Requirements for Participation
In order to attend the Expedition Yellowstone field trip, each student must have the following forms completed, all work must be submitted to teachers and must be passing, behavior record must be reviewed and approved, and the fee for food cost must be paid. (Scholarships may be available.)



	Field Trip Permission Slip (Drive)
	

	Behavior Acknowledgement
	

	Behavior Contract
	

	Emergency Medical Care (Drive)
	

	Student Transportation Liability Release (Drive)
	

	Academic Eligibility (Confirm with Office)
	

	Behavior Record (Confirm with Superintendent)
	

	Meal Payment (Confirm with Office)
	



[bookmark: _TOC_250001]Standard Behavior Expectations Acknowledgement
Attending the Expedition Yellowstone trip requires maturity, a commitment to meeting schoolwide expectations, motivation to fundraise, and consistent school attendance and work completion. Without the ability to maintain these expectations, traveling with a student who has behavior challenges can become a liability and threatens to impact the experience of the trip for other students.
This trip is a tremendous opportunity for our students, and we expect them to maintain socially appropriate behavior, attend school, and complete their classroom assignments for the duration of the school year in order to demonstrate the maturity and motivation to participate in the trip. Students failing to meet expectations will have their trip privileges revoked pending the successful completion of a field trip participation plan. This plan will specify behavior concerns, address remediation opportunities, state completion criteria, and provide a timeline for completion. A field trip participation plan will be written by school personnel and provided to parents in order to assist student success.
Additionally, any student who has been placed on a behavior intervention plan at any time during sixth and seventh grades will automatically begin the eighth-grade year with a field trip participation plan in order to demonstrate the importance of school attendance, academic achievement, appropriate conduct, and respect for adults and peers. Any and all expectations are in accordance with the GGS Handbooks.


I acknowledge that I have received notification of school expectations in order for my child to travel on field trips. If requested, I will participate in the field trip participation plan process.



Signature	Date


Signature	Date

Behavioral Expectations, Consequences, and Contract for Expedition Yellowstone

Students will be expected to maintain the highest standard of conduct and behavior from the moment we meet at the school, to the moment we return and say goodbye. Students will be representing not only themselves as individuals, but also the school and the community. The teacher will enforce a “zero tolerance” policy as detailed in the following list of expectations for this field trip. Of course, considering circumstances that may or may not be detailed in this contract, the teacher will make any and all behavioral judgments.
Learning is the primary focus of this trip. Coupled with the fun aspects of this experience, students are expected to be involved with, engaged in, and enthusiastic about the academic and scholarly nature of this journey. This includes asking thoughtful questions; completing any and all work assigned by the teacher; focusing energy and attention on learning; and participating consistently in the programs.
Students agree to the following:
· I will be entirely respectful of others. This means that I will not gossip, make any disparaging or mean remarks, or engage in any other types of rude, hurtful, disrespectful, excluding, or unkind behavior to anyone.
· I will make every attempt to resolve any conflicts maturely, swiftly, and responsibly with adult support if necessary.
· I understand that I will be expected to help with cooking and cleaning. I will take the initiative to be useful and productive.
· I will not impose “bad travel attitudes” on others. More specifically, this means that I will make every effort to maintain a consistent, pleasant disposition, even in the face of unpleasant challenges that may come up. I understand that fatigue, hunger, interpersonal differences, temperature extremes, and so on are not excuses for complaining, whining or being pessimistic. I will instead take responsibility for myself and my needs to ensure that a good time is had by all, including me! I agree to voice concerns in a respectful and constructive manner,

and to express concerns about those situations that might be remedied. Obviously, some situations (such as temperatures) cannot be “fixed” by anyone and complaining will not change anything, except to dampen others’ moods!
Adults are ready to help students with challenges as much as possible to improve any situation.
· I will be honest, will “say what I mean, and mean what I say”, and will make good overall choices about behavior, attitude, relations with others, and learning.
· I will not cause physical harm to myself or to others.
· I will not be physically intrusive to anyone’s personal space in any fashion, and will also be respectful of all property.
· I will be respectful of all places and objects in every way. This means that I will use extreme caution and heed guidance and authority with regard to touching and interacting with any objects or structures.
· I will respond to behavioral warnings respectfully and with swift self-reflection, using respect and responsibility as my guiding concepts.
· I agree to respect the curfew set by the teacher and the chaperones. This means I will be in my room and ready for lights out at the expressed time. I understand that curfew violations are serious matters and will result in consequences.
· I agree that I will not enter other rooms without express permission of the chaperone. I will not leave the groups without express permission of the group adults. I agree to check in with chaperones as required
· In addition to the above listed expectations, I agree to honor all GGS Handbook Rules.
As a student, if I violate any of the expectations or rules as listed above, I know the consequence will be to call my parents and have them pick me up immediately.



Signature of Student	Date

Signature of Parent/Guardian	Date

Expedition Yellowstone Chaperone Application
Chaperones have to be tough people! They get up early, they cook and supervise students cooking, they clean, they supervise their clans cleaning up, they hike, and they go to bed late. But they reap a great reward – the privilege of being with their child during an incredible experience in Yellowstone.

Ideally, chaperones should be experienced with both children and the outdoors. Additionally, chaperones MUST be in good physical condition. Some of the hikes are quite strenuous.

The chaperones are responsible for the safety of the students, for setting an example, and for furthering the Expedition goals of the teacher and the park rangers. Chaperones will be expected to obey and enforce all Expedition rules and park regulations.
Chaperones are expected to participate in and facilitate activities, such as
journal-writing, clan projects, etc. The adults are an integral part of the group, and their willingness to participate and support the expectations is vital to the Expedition’s success.

Chaperone Questionnaire

Please return this form as soon as possible.

1. Name:

2. Are you willing to help cook meals, supervise dish washing and dining room cleanup?


3. Are you in good physical condition? Are you able to hike 3-5 miles everyday?


4. Are you First Aid or CPR certified or willing to complete the course by
	? (First Aid is required)


5. Do you have auto insurance and are an approved driver for the school? (You need to have $300,000 liability in order to transport students)



6. 	How many people (not including yourself) do you have seatbelts for? Or do you have a truck that we could haul all the luggage and supplies in?

[bookmark: _TOC_250000]Meal Planning
Families of students attending the trip are responsible for planning and preparing items for meals during the Expedition Yellowstone trip. The cost for the meals is divided among the number of people attending the trip. A parent committee must be organized to plan the menu and make arrangements to shop for food and supplies. Once the cost per person has been determined, each student must submit their meal reimbursement fee prior to the trip.


Sample Menu One
Day 1:
Lunch- Sack Lunch from School
Dinner- spaghetti with meat and sauce,rolls, bagged salad, parmesan cheese

Day 2:
Breakfast- Breakfast burritos
Lunch- lunch meat, bread, cheese, chips, cuties, cucumbers
Dinner- (Taco bar) chicken, tortillas, lettuce, cheese, bell peppers, beans, rice Sour cream

Day 3:
Breakfast- bagels, cream cheese, berries, sausage links
Lunch- lunch meat, bread, cheese, gold fish, apple squeezes, snap peas Dinner- rotisserie chicken, potatoes, frozen broccoli, rolls

Day 4:
Breakfast- Egg bakes
Lunch- lunch meat, bread, cheese, chips, cuties, carrots Dinner: pizza, bagged salad, and ranch

Day 5:
Breakfast- muffins, sausage, berries
Lunch-lunch meat, bread, cheese, gold fish, apple squeezes, cucumbers

Snacks: Beef jerky Gogurts Popcorn Trailmix Protein bars Fruit snacks Fruit Veggies

Sample Menu Two

	
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Breakfast
	
	English muffins, regular and GF, egg, ham, cheese sandwiches/c utie oranges, juice
	Eggs, Pancakes, Sausages, Fruit, Milk
	Breakfast Burritos Yogurt Fruit
Milk
	Eggs and Pancakes, any leftovers

	Lunch and Snack
	Sack Lunch from School
	Sandwich Chips Fruit Carrot
Fruit Snacks
	Sandwich Chips Fruit Carrot
Granola Bar Crickets
	Sandwich Chips Fruit Carrot
Fruit Snacks
	Sandwich Chips Fruit Veggi
e
Granola Bar any leftovers

	Dinner
	Take and Bake
	Grilled cheese
	Taco Salad
	Sloppy Joes
	

	
	Pizzas
	burgers, buns,
	Tortilla Chips
	Baked Beans
	

	
	Salad
	ketchup,
	Fruit
	Fruit
	

	
	Fruit, Milk or
	mustard,
	Milk or Juice
	Broccoli
	

	
	Juice
	lettuce,
	
	Milk or Juice
	

	
	
	cheese,
	
	
	

	
	
	frozen bags
	
	
	

	
	
	corn/peas,
	
	
	

	
	
	pan of cheesy
	
	
	

	
	
	potatoes,
	
	
	

	
	
	butter
	
	
	



Room Assignments
During this multi-day stay, it is extremely important that students understand what is expected of them in staying in cabins or in a dorm with peers. After carefully considering personalities, relationships, and behavior needs, the teacher makes the ultimate decision in room assignments.

In choosing chaperones, mothers of daughters in the class or fathers of sons in the class are ideal for assigning chaperones to rooms with their own child to maximize space.

Example
	Teacher
	Student 1
	Student 2
	

	Parent & Child
	Student 3
	Student 4
	Student 5

	Parent & Child
	Student 6
	Student 7
	Student 8

	Parent & Child
	Student 9
	Student 10
	Student 11

	Parent & Child
	Student 12
	Student 13
	Student 14



Time to Go: Expedition Yellowstone!
Expedition Yellowstone is here! The students are to be at school at 8:00 am. We will leave for Yellowstone at 	on 		and will be returning to school at 	p.m. on 		. Please remember the following:

· Bring ALL gear packed and ready to go on 	..
· Remember a water bottle.
· Pack warm clothes- the temperature for next week is supposed to be between (25°F to 30°F) Packing List attached.
· Pick up your child by 	p.m. on 	or please have a note for your child to go home with another student. We will alert you through Remind when we are in Livingston on the way home.

If you have any questions, please call at 	

Evaluating the Learning Experience
The Expedition Yellowstone program provides a set of cross-curricular lesson plans for instruction throughout the year to accommodate the field trip experience. Prior to the trip, the students will complete a campfire legend to take for the final night of the field trip. While on the trip, students will complete a journal documenting their learning throughout the activities. This point value will be entered into the science grade book.





Expedition Yellowstone Journal Grading Rubric
Name:	
Journal Checklist (10 points each)
· Geology of Yellowstone	p. 3
· Collection of Thermal Feature Data	p.11
· pH Scale	p. 12
· Forces of Nature	p. 13
· National Park Drawing	p. 14
· Bioengineering Animal
· Ecology of Yellowstone	p. 16
· Teeth	p. 17
· Whose Teeth Are These	p. 18
· Adaptations Notes	p. 19
· Coniferous Tree Key p. 21-22
· Beaver Picture	p. 23
· Animal Identification  p. 25, 26
· Signs of Life – Lost Lake	p. 27
· Pack Unity	p. 28
· Native American Story	p. 29-30
· Geology Day	p. 36
· Ecology Day	p. 37
· Human History Day	p. 38





Group Participation (10 points each)
· Campfire Legend
· Ecology – Design an Animal
· Signs of Human Life – Rescue Creek
· Army Shooting Range
· Wild Wapiti Walk
· Big Horn Sheep and how Native Americans Uses
· Collar Tracking
· Lucy the Water Droplet
· Chain of Ecology
· Thermal Features Demo
· Talking about P2HEW
· Clan Feud
· Who Am I
· Beaver Song
· Predator/Prey Hide and Seek
· Recycle, SCAT songs
Overall Behavior and Participation
Clan assignments (70 points) 	


Total 460 points 	

Trip Follow-up
Following the field trip experience, students must produce evidence of their learning through the notes taken during the tours. Additionally, these tasks must be completed:

[image: ] Email sent to parents with trip summary and photos [image: ] Thank you notes for chaperones
[image: ] Thank you notes for rangers
[image: ] Thank you note to GGS Foundation for funding
[image: ] Receipts and credit card reconciliation submitted to superintendent [image: ] Submit all student forms to secretary
[image: ] Submit final forms to EY
[image: ] Return and/or restock first aid supplies
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